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FOREWORD
The Cadet Forces are always up for a 
challenge and from March onwards 
this year all three service cadet 
forces have had to use their initiative, 
innovation and many other skills to 
keep their units on line with training 
of many different types and activities. 
Perhaps the most interesting one 
seen thus far is the Executive Officer 
of TS SCARBOROUGH conducting 
sail training from his bath, complete 
with floatation aid, taking instruction 
to new depths whilst complying fully 
with health and safety policies! The 
other cadet forces have been equally 
inventive in their training and support 
for cadets and adults. In addition 
such initaiatives as The Cadet Salute 
have taken off around the country and 
the Army Cadet Force Association 
launched The Hardship Relief Fund to 
help adult volunteers in the ACF, and 
which has been well received around 
the country.

Sadly, during the Covid 19 pandemic 
Humberside and South Yorkshire ACF 
lost two great supporters of the ACF 
and formers Mayors of the Borough 
of Hedon, where HSY ACF hold the 
Freedom of the Borough. Ann Suggit 
and Mike Bryan died during April, and 
their loss will be felt across county, 
and especially locally in the Hedon 

detachment. 
As this edition goes to print it is not 

known how many other much awaited 
events will have to be cancelled or 
postponed, but rest assured, the adult 
volunteers of each service will do their 
utmost to ensure that their cadets and 
adults enjoy as much of the “Cadet 
Experience” as is possible under the 
circumstances when they are able to 
do so.

Please continue to send, high 
quality stories and pictures in for 
the magazine, which makes for 
excellent reading material, not just 
around Yorkshire and the Humber, 
but nationally. A plea though, do look 
closely at the quality of the pictures 
being sent with stories; many have 
been rejected as they of poor quality or 
content and would detract from what 
would otherwise be good contribu-
tions. Keep sending your stories and 
do please note the copy dates below 
and the guidance notes on submission 
of articles.

Colonel David Fuller OBE, Editor
E-mail: 784fulle@armymail.mod.uk
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For more information visit 
www.rfca-yorkshire.org.uk/cadets

If you are interested in joining one of the Cadet Forces 
as an Adult Instructor or as a Cadet, full information 

can be found on the national websites with links to local 
contacts:

Sea Cadets 
www.ms-sc.org

Army Cadets 
www.armycadets.com

Air Cadets 
www.aircadets.org

Dates for contributions to be received 
by the Editor are as follows;

Summer Edition Copy by 15 May

Autumn/Winter Copy by 15 Sep

Spring Edition Copy by 15 Jan

All contributions to be supplied in Word Format and 
photographs preferably in jpeg format at the highest 

possible quality. Contributions to be sent through 
each unit Public Relations Officer as below:

Sea Cadet Corps 
Commander Richard De La Mare 

rdelamare@ms-sc.org

Army Cadet Force 
Humberside and South Yorkshire 

Captain Vicki Brooks 
7318brook@armymail.mod.uk

Army Cadet Force 
Yorkshire (North & West)

Lieutenant Colonel Mick Bell 
767bell@armymail.co.uk

Air Cadets
Central and East Yorkshire Wing

Warrant Officer Colin Bell
media.ceyorks@aircadets.org

South and West Yorkshire Wing
Flight Lieutenant Matt Bulmer
media.swyorks@aircadets.org
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Scarborough cadets turn to technology 
to keep activities going
Cadet units across Yorkshire and the Humber 
have been stood down for the duration of the 
COVID-19 response. However, some units are 
turning to technology to find innovative new ways 
of continuing to engage with cadets.

Scarborough’s Royal Marine Cadets are using 
their closed Facebook page to hold ‘virtual drill 
nights’.

“Every Tuesday and Friday evening at 7pm 
sharp we post a new task on our private Facebook 
group page,” said detachment commander Mary 
Atkins-Johnson. “The cadets send their work 
in via Facebook and we can all see each other’s 

efforts and have an online chat about it. It’s a 
fantastic way of keeping the unit together in 
spirit if not in person and I think the parents 
value their children having a bit of their 
old routine.”

The latest challenge for the cadets 
was to do a story board about the 
history of the Royal Marines.

“I love being part of the unit and 
this is a way of keeping in touch 
with my friends,” said Cadet Lewis, 
pictured with his work.

Lock Down
If you can remember the last time the whole country 
was in a lock down you are unlikely to be a cadet, 
as it was back in May 2001 that all training outside 
of units was put on hold for the Foot and Mouth 
Emergency.

 Joint Service News

HSY ACF Cadets from 
A Company in May 2001

Then, the adult leaders had to find innovative 
ways of training in house, but at least the cadets 
and their instructors could meet at their units, even 
if they could not go out into the field. This year, of 
course, the restrictions are somewhat different but 
equally as challenging for the leaders to maintain 
the training programme in inventive ways. Back in 
2001, whilst there might have been internet, it was by 
no means the same as today and fortunately did not 
have to be relied upon to sustain the momentum. 

In this edition it can be seen how instructors 
from the three service cadet forces have used their 
initiative to keep the cadets interested, engaged 
and deliver quality training from a distance, and 
help their local communities in many ways. A small 
selection is below and the remainder can be found in 
the individual unit sections.

This year, of 
course, the 
restrictions 
are 
somewhat 
different

Business, But 
Not As Usual 
For Mirfield Air 
Cadets
Although the Covid 19 pandemic has brought 
normal cadet activities to a halt, life in 868 (Mirfield) 
Squadron has continued with remote and virtual 
activities at home and using Microsoft Teams.

Mirfield Squadron Commander, Flight Lieutenant 
Peter Doubell, was adamant that there should 
be ample opportunity for cadets to continue their 
development and gain achievements during the 
lock-down period imposed on the country as a whole 
and the Air Training Corps in particular.

Meanwhile, Headquarters Air Cadets recognised 
that the virtual on-line environment would be the 
way forward for the organisation during these 
unprecedented circumstances and were quick to 
facilitate the deployment of Microsoft Teams on the 
Bader infrastructure for all units at all levels across 
the RAF Air Cadets, and this has the accredited, 
authorised method for delivering virtual training and 
meetings with cadets and staff in the organisation.

So, at the start the Squadron held a virtual staff 
meeting to plan how this could be achieved. They 
settled on a regular format of a full squadron ‘virtual 
meeting’ on a Tuesday evening, giving over their 
usual Friday evening slot to more focused activities 
for specific subjects and groups.

The various Tuesday evening sessions have 
been joined in by 32 cadets and, as well as a 
weekly update from the squadron commander, 
have been planned to feature full update on the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award and cadets’ progress 
and actions to complete on their e D of E records, 
Aircraft Recognition, VE Day 75 Anniversary, back 
ground and plans to recognise the event, a personal 
experience of joining the RAF and the first two years, 
including the Falkland Islands, Space-Ex, private 
enterprise in space exploration, General Knowledge 
Quiz, Fieldcraft 
video and 
demonstra-
tions, together 
with First Aid 
knowledge 
refresher and 
quiz.

While a lot of the 
country is on lockdown 
and children are being 
home schooled, some 
schools have stayed 
open for children 
who are vulnerable 
or children of key 
workers. Hull Trinity 
House Academy is one 
such school, where 
SI Daniel Connor of 
Wenlock Detachment 
is still at work helping 
to carry on the 
educational needs for 
his students during 
lockdown.  

Using the afternoon 
periods, Daniel and his 
team have set to work 
to make visors for the 
NHS. Setting a target 
of 50 face masks to 
complete for the NHS. Not only that he has also 
used his knowledge of chemistry to make some 
alcohol gel for use in the school, to help ensure 
the safety of staff and students. 

SI Connor said: "It’s a team effort that we are 
doing this while at work. We are still open to 
vulnerable students and in the afternoon, we had 
been making visors. We set up an assembly line 
and I was the final part assembling line. Putting 
the cut out pieces together to form the visor.

SI Connor went to on confirm that so far, the 
Hull Trinity House Academy has produced more 
than 550 masks to send to the NHS.

SI CONNOR HELPS 
THE NHS EFFORT
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Outstanding cadets have been honoured by York’s 
Merchant Adventurers. The Merchant Adventurers 
are one of the oldest guilds in the country and each 
year they present specially engraved tankards to 
top-performing cadets, reservists and regular 
service personnel in York and Yorkshire.

“It’s a privilege to be able to pay tribute to these 
dedicated cadets and members of the armed forces 
for the contribution they make to their communities,” 
said David Barstow, Governor of the Company 
of Merchant Adventurers. The guild is a strong 
supporter of the region’s cadets and the military and 
is delighted to be able to express our gratitude for 
all that they do on our behalf. The conduct of these 
brilliant individuals has gone above and beyond 
expectations and they are fully deserving of the 
publication recognition today.”

The Tankard Awards recognises all three services 
– the Royal Navy, the British Army and the Royal 
Air Force in addition to the cadet forces across the 
region. Chief Executive of the Reserve Forces’ and 
Cadets’ Association for Yorkshire and The Humber, 
Colonel Jason Wright, said: “We are delighted that 
the Company of Merchant Adventurers have again 
chosen to honour our cadets and members of the 
region’s reserve forces in this way. It recognises the 
exceptional service that these individuals provide to 
all three Armed Services, their communities, our 
region and our nation. We greatly value the relation-
ship that we have with the Merchant Adventures and 
the continuing support that they offer to the cadets 
and reserves of Yorkshire.”

This year honours went to:

Cadets
• Ordinary Cadet Philip Pegram, aged 15, of 

Heworth York, is with York Sea Cadets and a 
pupil at the city’s Archbishop Holgate School. His 
nominating Officer Lieutenant Commander Jacqui 
Gorman said: “Philip is an outstanding young 

person and regularly helps out fellow cadets with 
their training. Liked and respected by his peers 
he’s a credit to the sea cadets”.

• Corporal Zoe Bevan, aged 15, of Holgate, York, is 
with York’s B Company, Yorkshire (North and West) 
Army Cadet Force, and a pupil of Milthorpe School. 
Staff Sergeant Philip Squires, Zoe’s detachment 
commander said: “Zoe is by far the detachment's 
best ambassador and, at one point, was personally 
responsible for the recruitment of half of our new 
cadets!”

• Corporal Sam Bousfield, aged 16, of Clifton, York, 
is with 110 (City of York) Squadron, Air Training 
Corps and a pupil of Manor Church of England 
Academy. Flight Lieutenant Jo Tucker who 
nominated Sam for this award said: “Sam always 
puts in maximum effort and sets a high example 
for other cadets to follow. He is now at the stage 
where he can teach younger cadets and is an 
exemplary role model.”

The conduct 
of these 
brilliant 
individuals 
has gone 
above and 
beyond 
expectations

 Joint Service News

Cadet force adult 
volunteer wins 
education award
A cadet force adult volunteer who has helped more than 30 
cadets to achieve BTEC qualifications in the last year has 
received a top award.

Yorkshire North and West Army Cadet Force’s Sergeant, 
now Adult Under Officer, Mary Hood was awarded a certificate 
recognising her outstanding contribution to CVQO, the charity 
that offers the vocational qualifications.

“The qualifications are a great way for cadets to boost their 
personal statements and curriculum vitaes and help improve 
their employment applications,” said Mary, who works with 
cadets in E Company.

She received her certificate from chair of CVQO’s board of 
trustees, The Right Hon The Lord Lingfield, at a prestigious 
ceremony at Sandhurst.

CADETS HONOURED BY YORK’S 
MERCHANT ADVENTURERS

For more information or
to apply for September visit 
humbermaritimecollege.ac.uk 

CONSIDER THE 
MERCHANT 
NAVY.
The Merchant Navy is the international 
commercial shipping industry, transporting 
both cargo and people to destinations 
worldwide. 
This industry o
ers a wide range of opportunities 
that lead to a unique and exciting career, it is also 
one of few where you get paid to travel the world. 
If this sounds like a career for you, 
join Humber Maritime College this September! 
At Humber Maritime College we o
er 
fully-sponsored navigation and engineering 
cadetships so you can gain a higher education 
qualification with no fees or student debt.

LOOKING
FOR A 
REWARDING 
CAREER?

Sea cadets welcome Falkland Islands 
Government representative
Sheffield Sea Cadets welcomed 
Government representative of the 
Falkland Islands, the Honourable 
Leona Roberts, centre, who 
presented the unit with a Falkland 
Islands flag. Her visit cemented 
the strong relationship that exists 
between the unit – whose base 
is named The Falklands Training 
Centre – and the islands in the 
South Atlantic.

“Our unit and this city share a 
history with the islands and we 
have staff who are veterans of 
the Falkland’s conflict,” said unit 
executive officer Chris Camps.

Also in attendance were Vice Lord 
Lieutenant John Holt, Area Officer 
Commander Richard De La Mare, 
Lord Mayor Anthony Down and High 
Sheriff John Pickering.

Sam Bousfield, Philip Pegram & Zoe Bevan
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 Joint Service News

Those who died were:
Pilot Officer WILLIAM DAVIDSON  Pilot  aged 20
Sergeant ERIC STANLEY CLARK  Navigator aged 21
Sergeant LESLIE MATTHEWMAN  Bomb Aimer  age 21 
Sergeant HAROLD JAMES WATKINS  Wireless Operator  age 23
Sergeant EDWARD ROXBY  Flight Engineer  age 22
Sergeant THOMAS SCOTT BARNETT  Mid Upper Gunner  
Warrant Officer ALBERT LEONARD PAGE  Rear Gunner  age 23

Flight Lieutenant  MAURICE CHARLES DAY  Pilot  age 21
Flight Sergeant AMBROSE CHRISTOPHER PUGH  Navigator  age 33
Sergeant LEWIS RANDALL BARBER Bomb Aimer age 21
Sergeant JACK STANLEY FRANCIS MORRISH  Wireless Operator  age 21
Sergeant JOHN SMITH  Flight Engineer  age 30
Sergeant KENNETH NICHOLSON  Mid-upper Gunner  age 32
Sergeant DERRICK ARTHUR ROLAND PARHAM  Rear Gunner  age 19

Elsewhere in this edition you will see stories 
of where in Yorkshire and The Humber adult 
volunteers and cadets remembered and 
celebrated Victory in Europe Day on 8 May, 
albeit on a much smaller scale than had been 
expected.

I would like to illustrate the sacrifice made 
by our soldiers, sailors and airmen during the 
course of World War Two and add one other 
group, without whom the country could not 
have survived – the Merchant Navy. In the 
present situation we have many similarities, 
heroes in many different places across the 
country, but have you ever wondered how your 
new mobile phone or bananas reach the UK – 
the majority still by ship.

Like many of us around the country we 
remembered those who gave their lives for our 
freedom and peace; and I chose to do so at a 
small memorial in the hamlet where I live, on 
my daily exercise. The memorial recognises 
fourteen airmen whose two Halifax aircraft 
collided whilst returning from a mission to 
Germany on 20/21 July 1944. 

On the night of 20/21 July 1944 twenty 
six Halifax bombers of 578 Squadron Royal 
Air Force took off from Burn to attack the 
German synthetic oil refinery at Bottrop in the 
Rhine Valley, on what was to prove the most 
disastrous single operation mounted by the 
Squadron.  Four aircraft were shot down by the 
enemy, however, four crew members managed 
to parachute to safety, and were made 
Prisoner of War.

Two further 
aircraft, LK-E and 
LK-K managed to 
return to within 
a few minutes 
flying time of Burn 
Airfield but collided 
in mid air and 
crashed to earth at 
Balkholme, some 
fifteen miles short 
of home, with the 
loss of each crew.

VICTORY IN 
EUROPE DAY
By The Editor

have you ever 
wondered 
how your new 
mobile phone 
or bananas 
reach the UK 
– the majority 
still by ship

As you can see some were barely into their twenties, 
and both pilots were twenty and twenty one, not 
much older than our senior cadets.

Photographs of Halifax bombers at Burn and in 
the air are ‘By kind permission of the Trustees of the 
Royal Air Force Museum’. Their support and help has 
been much appreciated.

If you are interested in more on the activities 
of 578 Squadron please see the website at http://
www.578squadron.org.uk/home.html  or visit the 
RAF Museum at https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/

Of course, the war did not end completely with VE 
Day and continued for another three months until 15 
August 1945 when Japan surrendered.

As so many planned events including VE Day were 
cancelled, perhaps we will be able to remember the 
sacrifice and celebrate VJ Day in August this year.
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AIR 
CADETS

VE DAY 
CONTINUED
In addition, around the region many other 
adults and cadets joined in. Cadets from 2434 
(Church Fenton) Squadron sounded the Last 
Post at 1455hrs along with buglers from across 
the nation.

Adult volunteers from 1224 (Wharfedale) Squadron 
managed to represent Central and East Yorkshire 
Wing, to mark the passing of the 75th Anniversary 
of Victory in Europe Day and commemorate those 
that made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom by 
the laying of wreaths throughout the Wharfedale 
and Airedale area. Social distancing measures 
were adhered to as the staff put on their uniforms 
and included their local memorial gardens in the 
routes for their personal daily exercise allowing 
them to pay their respects whilst conforming to 
standing government guidelines with regard to the 
Covid-19 crisis. Wreaths were laid at Addingham, 
Ilkley, Burley in Wharfedale, Otley, Pool, Guiseley, 
Yeadon and Rawdon whilst cadets were invited to get 
involved by joining in with the wearing of uniform to 
take part in the national silence at 11am whilst 
Cadet James Roberts got involved by taking 
part in the Last Post across the Nation initiative. 

Squadron Commander, Sqn Ldr Wayne 
Yeadon said he was exceptionally proud of the 
efforts to mark such an occasion with so many 
things going on that could have stopped any form of 
activity. The staff and cadets had thrown themselves 
into marking the occasion and, quite rightly, that is 
exactly what we did.

1224 (WHARFEDALE) 
MARK VE DAY

the ultimate 
sacrifice for 
our freedom

 CEY Wing ATC

Playing in a 
band remotely
By Flight Sergeant Annabel Garrod

The Royal Air Force Air Cadets is all about 
resilience and persevering through difficult 
times like this. Cadets nationwide have been 
doing their bit to make our time in quarantine 
slightly more worthwhile. A prime example of 
this is the RAFAC National Concert Band, who 
have released a video of the band performing 
the popular song ‘Africa’ by Toto. The band 
did this from the safety of their homes, and 
submitted their individual parts to the staff 
team who worked for weeks to put it all 
together. The end result is phenomenal. It has 
been viewed by thousands online via social 
media - it has even reached Sky News and 
other global networks. One of our cadets and 
the Principal Clarinettist of the concert band, 
Cdt FS Annabel Garrod, was one of the cadets 
who participated. 

“Being able to work with a group of cadets 
around the UK through the media was a truly 
unique experience - something I never thought 
I’d have the courage to do, especially having 
seen how far the footage has travelled. It gave 
me the opportunity to not only keep up my 
practicing, but also to have fun with my friends 
and keep my mind off the scare of COVID-19. 
I am so grateful for the things the RAFAC are 
doing to keep our morale high, and I can’t wait 
to do another video soon!” 

Many thanks for this opportunity! 
Also playing in the band were cadets from 

Yorkshire who were Cdt Poppy Buckley, 1324 
Hawker Blackburn Sqn, Cpl Toby Welford, 740 
Whitby Sqn and Cpl Elliot Brady-Beck, 2168 
Yeadon Sqn.

RYEDALE 
SQUADRON
The weekend before the Covid19 lock down came 
into effect, cadets at 1323 (Ryedale) Squadron 
were given an opportunity to train on the AirArms 
CZ200 air rifle. Following the training, the cadets 
were tested on the safe handling and use of the 
weapon, and once certified competent by the skill 
at arms instructors, were able to put the training 
into practice by live firing on the Squadron’s newly 
acquired range. 

This is the first time a majority of the cadets 
have experienced live firing of any weapon, which 
has been made possible by the generous support 
of North Region Royal Air Force Air Cadets who 
have donated the equipment to allow our cadets to 
enjoy another core activity not previously available 
to them at the unit. A massive thank you as well, to 
Fight Sergeant James Means and Sergeant Thomas 
Sugden from Central & East Yorkshire Wing who 
gave up their Sunday to train our cadets.

Here's looking forward to awarding some marks-
manship badges very soon!

Sqn Ldr Marcus Griffiths, Flight Sergeant 
George Griffiths and Corporal Freddie Griffiths

This is the 
first time 
a majority 
of the 
cadets have 
experienced 
live firing of 
any weapon

FS Means teaching Cdt FS Zak Sturdy 
on the AirArms CZ200

FS Means assessing Cdt Eva Foots 

test on the Air Arms CZ200
during her weapons handling 
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On Sunday 17th May, the Wing Band were privileged 
to virtually host Flight Lieutenant (AAFC) Ben Simon 
and his colleagues from 344 Musicians Flight, who 
are part of 3 Wing of the Australian Air Force Cadets. 
The aim of their presentation was to educate both 
cadets and staff alike on the way in which the AAFC 
functions as an organisation. 

After a few connection issues, and a few accent 
barriers, the virtual presentation was underway. 
Cadets from around Yorkshire eagerly listened to 
them explain the differences in their ranks, activities 
and badges and then the way in which their band 
functions and manages to operate. Accompanied 
by this, British cadets marvelled at some Australian 
general knowledge and listened attentively as 
Australian myths, such as the whole country being 
extremely hot – were proven inaccurate- in some 
places it is apparently very cold. The cadets also 
enjoyed asking about all things Australian, and 
revelled in learning about kangaroos, koalas and 
even some adorable quokkas! Furthermore, cadets 
got the opportunity to try and translate some 
Australian slang into English - which naturally 
resulted in some very incorrect and very humorous 
translations! The hour-long presentation proved 
extremely educational for all involved and was a 
fantastic way for cadets to learn more about other Air 
Cadet organisations around the world. 

One of the cadets participating was Flight Sergeant 
Jess Prentice from 35 (Wetherby) Squadron. She 
said: "The talk with No.3 AAFC's band was incredible. 
Over the course of an hour we learnt so much about 
the organisation, their band and Australia in general 
- it was wonderful to hear both AAFC staff and senior 
cadets present and speak about the corps and their 
own unique experiences!" 

The virtual presentation allowed cadets to connect 
to the wider Air Cadet family and helped them to 
develop their understanding of how different Air 
Cadet organizations can operate around the world. 
Many cadets that were involved in the presentation 

displayed their gratitude through their involvement 
in the presentation-based activities and described 
the presentation as "fantastic" and further stated 
that it seemed like a "once in a lifetime opportunity". 
Although only an hour long, the presentation was 
extremely informative and was thoroughly enjoyed 
by both staff members and cadets. The Wing Music 
Officer, Flying Officer Adam Waudby organised the 
event and he commented: "I was really pleased to 
see how well the Australian and British cadets came 
together. It was clear Ben and his team had put a 
great deal of effort in their presentation and put on 
a very enjoyable and educational experience for the 
benefit of our cadets. Music really is universal!"  

 Overall, the presentation was a huge success. 
Despite being unable to physically participate in 
cadet related events during the current circumstanc-
es, cadets were transported to a whole new country, 
and had an amazing opportunity to physically see 
various different pieces of uniform and badges that 
the AAFC has, yet the ATC does not. This provided 
an exceptionally educational experience for British 
Cadets and allowed them to connect with and 
understand the Australian Air Cadets in a unique 
way. It was a huge privilege and honour for the Wing 
Band to virtually host 344 Musicians Flight, who have 
been a 'sister band' to our wing for several years. 
Hopefully this will encourage a greater involvement 
in joint activities between the two bands in the future. 

The attending Australians were Flight Lieutenant 
(AAFC) Ben Simon, Flight Commander of 344 
Musicians Flight. His deputy Corporal (AAFC) Georgia 
Brook, his Cadet Executive Officer, Cadet Under 
Officer Luke Trindorfer, and his Cadet band Executive 
Instructor, Cadet Flight Sergeant Tully Munro.

EVER WONDER WHAT 
GOES ON DOWN UNDER? 
By Sgt Anna Cross of 872 (Hull West) Squadron

 CEY Wing ATC  SWY Wing ATC

Ben and Georgia 
at the top, 
Luke bottom left, 
Tully bottom right

…cadets 
got the 
opportunity 
to try and 
translate 
some 
Australian 
slang into 
English 
- which 
naturally 
resulted in 
some very 
incorrect 
and very 
humorous 
translations!

Royal Air Force Air 
Cadets help reunite 
missing person 
with family 
Rotherham Air Cadets Archie Akers (age 16) and 
Alex Mace (age 15) showed quick thinking and 
compassion when they helped locate and reunite a 
vulnerable elderly lady with her family while taking 
part in a recent Poppy Appeal event. 

The cadets had been out collecting for the annual 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal when they came 
across an elderly lady who was extremely cold, 
wet, confused and upset. Realising the gravity of 
the situation the cadets sat her down and went and 
bought her a warm drink and some food. They then 
alerted the authorities where it transpired that the 
lady had been reported missing and had been out in 
the freezing temperatures overnight. 

The cadets have been awarded a Regional 
Commandant’s Commendation for their actions, 
which were presented by Wing Commander Brian 
Daniel, Officer Commanding the Wing, and who 

The Air Training Corps was founded on 5th February 
1941, and it has become common practice within 
the organisation to hold a celebration event on the 
Sunday nearest to that date each year.

Father Darren Percival, Chaplain to both 96 
(Dewsbury) Squadron and 168 (City of Leeds) 
Squadron and Deputy Wing Chaplain for the Wing, 
has been keen to maintain this tradition and planned 
a commemorative event for ATC Sunday this year, 
2nd February, celebrating 79 years since the 
formation of the Air Training Corps.  Cadets and staff 
from 868 (Mirfield), 96 (Dewsbury), 168 (City of Leeds) 

commented “The quick thinking and actions of the 
Cadets involved prevented a dire situation becoming 
much worse. The cadets involved are the best of 
today’s youth and should be highly commended for 
their actions. A big well done!”   

Flight Lieutenant Kevin Wright, Rotherham 
Squadron Commander, added “I’m very proud of our 
cadets and the support they have given to a member 
of the local community in their hour of need.”

Cadet Archie Akers, Wing Commander Brian Daniel, 
Cadet Alex Mace and Flight Lieutenant Kevin Wright after the presentation.

I’m very 
proud of our 
cadets

and 208 (North Leeds) gathered at Fr Darren’s 
church of St Hilda's in Cross Green, Leeds, for this 
special 'drum head' service.

The ceremony was attended by Wing Commander 
Brian Daniel, Officer Commanding the Wing, and 
also in attendance were Squadron Leader David 
Dinmore MBE, who is a Deputy Lieutenant of West 
Yorkshire, the Lord Mayor of Leeds and the Right 
Reverend Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield.

Banners for all the attending squadrons were 
paraded into the church, and the Bishop delivered a 
short sermon about how we are all part of a greater 
whole relying on our own special contributions. 

The Deputy Lieutenant presented one of the 
readings and the Bishop delivered a short sermon 
about how we are all part of a greater whole relying 
on our own special contributions. Warrant Officer 
Kevin Stead of 168 Sqn gave a short address on 
the history of the ATC and during the proceedings 
Father Darren enrolled 9 new cadets. The Act of 
Remembrance was led by Flight Lieutenant Andrew 
Blaikie of 208 Sqn, and a Roll of Honour was read 
out.

After the service, Fr Darren said: “I feel it is 
of great importance to come together and try to 
celebrate ATC Sunday within the Wing and it was 
particularly good to be able to welcome Wing 
Commander Daniel to St Hilda’s for this special 
day, along with cadets from a selection of local 
squadrons. It was also a great honour to have the 
Deputy Lieutenant and the Bishop of Wakefield 
present in support of us and to take part in the 
proceedings, making this a very memorable day!”

AIR TRAINING CORPS SUNDAY

Fr Darren Percival 
enrolling new cadets

…making 
this a very 
memorable 
day!
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Flying high with 
an Air Cadet 
scholarship!
Cadet Flight Sergeant William Davies (19) 
of Fixby, Huddersfield, was lucky enough to 
complete a flying scholarship in February with 
Tayside Aviation in Dundee, Scotland. William 
has been a member of 250 (Halifax) Squadron, 
RAF Air Cadets, for 7 years and his career 
ambition has always been to become a pilot.

William fought off stiff competition to pass the 
selection process to be accepted for a coveted 
place on the Air Cadet Pilot Scholarship. He 
successfully completed a full weekend of 
written and physical assessments at RAF 
Linton-On-Ouse to check his suitability. 

The scholarship involved a 2 week residential 
course with Tayside Aviation in which the cadets 
completed both ground training and flying 
experiences in the Aquila A211 aircraft. William 
had to learn about the aircraft, navigation, air 
law and pass the assessments; all of which 
he did with flying colours. The scholarship 
culminated in William completing a solo flight in 
the aircraft; an opportunity very few teenagers 
get to do!

Flight Lieutenant Jordan Swaine, Officer 
Commanding 250 (Halifax) Squadron, said 
“William has had a fantastic cadet career and 
this is the culmination of all his effort and 
interest in aviation. Very few people aged 19 can 
claim they have successfully flown an aircraft 
solo. This is one of the many life changing 
opportunities the Air Cadets offer.”

The year got off to a good start for 868 (Mirfield) 
Squadron when Wing Commander Brian Daniel, 
Officer Commanding South and West Yorkshire 
Wing, has them to be the Wing nomination for the 
Morris Trophy this year.

The Morris trophy is awarded in alternate years to 
the squadron, with an establishment of 46 cadets or 
over, which is judged to be the best squadron in the 
Corps in overall achievement and efficiency during 
the year of assessment, having regard to its size, 
location and facilities. 

It is both an honour and a privilege to even be 
considered out of the 33 squadrons in the Wing!

The first stage on the route to possibly winning 
this award is an inspection by a party of staff from 
North Region Headquarters, who inspect each of 
the nominated squadrons from the five wings in 
the region, to select their best to put forward to 
the national final round, including an inspection by 
Commandant Air Cadets.

So it was that Mirfield Squadron was visited on 
Tuesday 25th February by a party consisting of Group 
Captain Mark Leeming, Regional Commandant, Mrs 
Mary Jacques, Assistant Regional Commandant and 
WO Kevin Piccavey, Regional Warrant Officer.

The visiting party were greeted by a small guard 
of honour on arrival and shown into the Squadron 
premises, where they had chance to relax with a 
tea or coffee and the Squadron Commander, Flight 

MORRIS TROPHY 
NOMINATION

Lieutenant Peter Doubell, gave a welcome brief. This 
was followed by first an inspection of the cadets of 
parade, and then a presentation of his time in the 
Squadron by Cadet Joshua Clark, who had joined the 
unit less than a year before. 

The Squadron band put on a short display, before 
Flt Lt Doubell and Cadet Flight Sergeant Rebecca 
Jagger escorted the inspecting party around a series 
of demonstrations of other typical activities including 
Casualty Simulation and First Aid, Radio Instruction, 
including the use of Channel-D which is a new 
internet-based radio communications simulator, 
Fieldcraft and Drone Flying.

It should be noted that the date chosen for the 
Inspection happened to be Shrove Tuesday, and so 
after the various displays it was time for one of the 
Squadron’s regular social events, a Pancake Day 
treat of homemade waffles and pancakes!

Joining in with the social activities were some 
other guests who came to lend their support; 
Councillor Martyn Bolt, Mayor of Mirfield and 
Kirklees Councillor, Mr Tim Wood, Mirfield RBL 
Appeals Officer and Remembrance Day Parade 
organiser, Mr Jonathan Evans, Chairman of Mirfield 
Agricultural Show Committee, with Mrs Sylvia 
Ford and Mrs Sarah Jagger, parent and deputy 
headteacher of a local school.

Of course, all this happened before the onset of 
the CoVid-19 Pandemic which put paid to much 

activity across the country and the world. One of 
the casualties of this crisis has been the cancella-
tion of the Morris Trophy Competition for 2020, and 
inspection of other nominated squadrons was not 
able to take place. Nevertheless, the Inspecting Party 
from North region seemed to have enjoyed their visit 
to 868 Squadron, and the Regional Commandant put 
in an email to Flt Lt Doubell: “I wanted to drop you a 
quick note to thank you for such an enjoyable evening 
and to congratulate you and your team for putting on 
such a good show.  The evening was excellent and 
you can feel justifiably proud of your achievements; 
the quality of the Sqn and your leadership was 
obvious throughout the evening. I hope you, the staff, 
Civilian Committee and Cadets are all keeping well 
during this unprecedented time and I look forward to 
visiting the Sqn again”

Flight Lieutenant Doubell commented, “this has 
been a great experience and honour for us. For the 
night of the inspection we picked out a series of 
activities to showcase some of the things that are 
regular parts of our cadet training, and the fact that 
it was Shrove Tuesday meant that we just did what 
we would normally do for that day – pancakes! The 
evening went well and it is just unfortunate that 
we won’t even know if we had the opportunity to 
progress further in the national competition. We do 
all thank Gp Capt Leeming and his staff for their 
time, and hope to host another visit in the future."

It is both an 
honour and 
a privilege 
to even be 
considered 
out of the 33 
squadrons in 
the Wing!

We do all 
thank Gp Capt 
Leeming and 
his staff for 
their time, 
and hope to 
host another 
visit in the 
future

Squadron band poised Sgt Stockwell 
for their performanceenjoys the pancakes!

Gp Capt Leeming and invited 
Sgt Jacob Stockwell 
delivering radio training to novice cadets

guests pose with Flt Lt Doubell 
and a selection of cadets

Cadet Joshua Clark talks to Civilian Instructor Sue Doubell 
the North region Team about helps prepare a casualty for 
his experience in the Squadron First Aid treatment
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Dining in Night 2020 
By CWO Jack Grange

On 8th February 2020, I had the honour of being ‘Mr 
Vice’ at 148 (Barnsley) Squadron’s annual Dining in 
Night as this was my last Dining in Night as a cadet. 
Guests were welcomed and offered a complimentary 
glass of Bucks Fizz. 

My role involved making sure the night stayed on 
time, starting by announcing that guests were now 
welcome to stand behind their respective chairs until 
the top table had made their way into the hall. Once 
the top table had entered and everyone was behind 
their seats, I ordered the march on of the Banners 
before saying Grace and informing guests that they 
were now welcome to sit.

The Tankersley Manor Staff then served a delicious 
3 course meal. For the starter, there was a choice 
of prawn cocktail or vegetable soup, for the main, 
a choice of either blade of beef and vegetables 
or chicken with roast vegetables and Yorkshire 
pudding and for dessert, either Eton mess or 
chocolate brownie with ice cream. 

After the meal, as per RAF tradition, 
port decanters were passed clockwise 
around the table, with male guests 
pouring drinks for any female guests 
to their left, whilst also ensuring the 
decanters did not touch the table. There 

 SWY Wing ATC

An Air Cadet from 868 (Mirfield) Squadron, 
Cadet Warrant Officer Kiara Baillie, has 
been selected as the top female cadet in the 
north of England in this year’s competition 
to find the top cadets in the country, to be 
awarded the ATC 75 Sword (top female) and 
the Dacre Sword (top male).

Two years ago, Kiara Baillie, made an amazing 
double by being selected by Wing Commander 
Brian Daniel, Officer Commanding South and West 
Yorkshire Wing ATC, as the Wing’s nomination for 
the annual national competition to find the year’s 
best cadets, for two years running!

Now Kiara has topped that with not only a third 
nomination as the representative for the Wing, but 
also gaining the selection to be the representative 
for North Region Air Cadets.

In this difficult time, of course, we have no 
face-to-face activity for the Royal Air Force Air 
Cadets, so Kiara was required to attend a ‘virtual’ 
interview over a video link. As part of her interview 
Kiara had to make a short presentation about her 
life and experience as an air cadet to the interview 
board, headed by Regional Commandant North, 
Group Captain Mark Leeming.

A short presentation was no easy task because of 
the vast array of qualifications and experience Kiara 
has managed to accumulate in her six years as a 
cadet:
• Promotion to Cadet Warrant Officer
• International Air Cadet Exchange to Australia in 

2019

MIRFIELD
AIR CADET
WINS TOP
NOMINATION

• Air Cadet Pilot Scholarship – training to solo flight 
standard in a light aircraft

• Gold level Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
• Completion of Air Cadets Junior Leaders Course, 

now help to deliver subsequent courses
• St John Activity First Aid qualification
• Captain of her squadron’s first aid team: winners 

of both Wing and North Region competitions, and 
competitors in the national competition

• Wing Sports cadet of the Year 2017
• Fieldcraft Instructor
• Cadet Drill Instructor course
• Requested by Regional Commandant North 

to be one of two cadets, nationally, to deliver a 
presentation to AOC 22 Group at the Royal Air 
Force Air Cadets Formal Inspection

Together with representatives from the other five 
Regions in the country, CWO Baillie will now have to 
go through the same process again but this time her 
‘virtual’ interview will be with a panel chaired by the 
Commandant of the Royal Air Force Air Cadets, Air 
Commodore Dawn McCafferty, and the successful 
winner of that process will be awarded the ATC 75 
Sword.

Outside the corps CWO Baillie pursues an 
interest in diving, swimming, piano and octopush 
(underwater hockey). She has competed at a 
national level in diving, but her main pursuit is 
octopush in which she has competed, represent-
ing her club and Great Britain, at international 
events. In 2018 her efforts and achievements were 
also recognised by Mirfield Town Council with the 
appointment as Mirfield Ambassador.

Cadet Warrant Officer Baillie was put forward by 
her Squadron Commander Flight Lieutenant Peter 
Doubell, who commented “Kiara is an extraordi-
narily accomplished and competent young lady, 
who thoroughly deserves this accolade; she has 
achieved so much during her time as a cadet and is 
now looking forward to becoming a member of adult 
staff when she ages out as  a cadet on her twentieth 
birthday.”

International Air Cadet Exchange 
to Australia 2019

CWO Baillie carrying the Union Standard 
at the Remembrance Day Parade 2019 

(Picture courtesy of FJ Events)

she has 
achieved so 
much during 
her time as a 
cadet and is 
now looking 
forward to 
becoming a 
member of 
adult staff 

were also glasses of blackcurrant cordial available 
for any under 18s. Mr President then signalled me 
to bring the room to stand so that I could deliver the 
loyal toast to Her Majesty the Queen. 

After 15-minute comfort break, speeches were 
given by the OC of 148 (Barnsley) Squadron, Sqn Ldr 
Andy Williams in addition to the HM Lord Lieutenant 
for South Yorkshire, Andrew Coombe. The Lord 
Lieutenant’s speech was very positive about the 
impact cadets can have on a young person’s life and 
emphasised the fact that it offers many opportunities 
that young people would not otherwise have.

Towards the end of the night, we carried out a 148 
(Barnsley) Squadron tradition, in the heads and tails 
game. It involves all guests guessing either heads 
or tails with the eventual winner receiving a prize. 
After this game had concluded, I brought the room to 

stand for the exit of the top table before thanking 
guests for their attendance.

Overall, it was a brilliant night, and I am 
very grateful for the opportunity of being 
Mr Vice. I hope all other guests enjoyed 
the day and wish the best for whoever 
will be Mr Vice in 2021.  Thanks go to all 
the staff, especially those who organised 
and prepared the event for us.

Overall, 
it was a 
brilliant night
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UPS AND 
DOWNS FOR 
MIRFIELD AIR 
CADETS
February proved to be a difficult month for cadets’ 
airborne activities, which were hit by Storm Ciara 
and others. One visit to 9 Air Experience Flight and 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse was cancelled and another was 
curtailed due weather conditions, meaning that only 
one out of our four cadets got into the air and then 
cadet Aiden Booth found that his flight was cut short 
meaning he was unable to qualify for his Bronze 
Aviation wings at that time.

During the height of Storm Ciara Cadets Morgan 
Francis, Shaun Mitchell, Eliot Ryan and Morgan 
Schofield struggled through the weather to visit 
644 Volunteer Gliding Squadron at RAF Syerston 
where they completed the ground school element 
of their Blue gliding and aviation wings, including 
simulated flights in the Part Task Trainer. Of course, 
the storm meant that the planned gliding opportunity 
to consolidate the training and qualify for their Blue 
Gliding Wings was lost.

However, completion of the training element did 
allow Francis, Ryan and Schofield to be awarded 
their Blue Aviation Wings as they had already 
completed their first flights in the Grob Tutor aircraft.

Just a few weeks later, in March, the Squadron on 
a return trip to RAF Linton-on-Ouse met with much 
greater success for cadets Aiden Booth (returning to 
complete the qualifying flight for his Bronze Wings), 
Mitchell Breare, Alicia Dwyer and Corporal Daniel 
Green. The staff at 9 AEF delivered the customary 
preliminary safety briefing, and the cadets were all 
kitted out with flying suit, parachute and helmet 
ready for take-off to enjoy the opportunity to fly in the 
Grob Tutor aircraft.

On this occasion, all cadets flew and everybody 
achieved: Alicia Dwyer got to experience the 
aerobatics she was keen to do and Aiden Booth, 
Mitchell Breare and Daniel Green all managed 
completion of their Bronze Aviation Wings.

This was only just in time, as shortly after their 
return home it was announced that, as a result of 
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) crisis, all air experience 
flying for cadets was 
to be suspended until 
further notice!

…as a 
result of the 
COVID-19 
(coronavirus) 
crisis, all air 
experience 
flying for 
cadets was to 
be suspended 
until further 
notice!

Aiden Booth about to take off 
for his curtailed flight

Daniel Green and Aiden Booth 

Mitchell Breare and Alicia Dwyer 

kitted and ready for their flights

kitted and ready for their flights

Morgan Schofield, Eliot Ryan and 
Morgan Francis with newly presented Bronze Wings

Shaun Mitchell 'gliding' in 
the Part Task Trainer

In the midst of the CoVid 19 epidemic two charities 
close to the hearts of the members of 868 (Mirfield) 
Squadron Air Cadets, Children in Need and Comic 
Relief, combined their resources to produce an 
evening of virtual fun and fund raising – the Big 
Night In!

When either of those charities have their normal 
event nights the Squadron has arranged their own 
evenings to promote fund raising and to have some 
fun for cadets so the Big Night In was another 
opportunity not to be missed. But we can’t meet 
during the crisis, so what can be done?

The answer: a virtual “sponge the NCO”!
One of the activities cadets have found very 

enjoyable on past occasions is to part with money 
for the privilege of throwing wet sponges at their 
NCOs. So, it was decided to do this in our virtual 
environment, and extend it all cadets, in addition to 
NCOs, for anyone willing to take part.

Cadets, staff and civilian committee members 
made pledges to part with money to see either 
specific cadets, or just any, get wet on the night. 
Cadets who volunteered to take part then arranged 
for their family members to get them wet and 
sponges, buckets of water, garden hoses and lawn 
sprinklers were put to 
use for the purpose, and 
filmed the process.

On the evening 
twelve cadets, ranging 
from the most senior 
to some of the more 
junior members of 
the Squadron took to 
their back gardens, 
and got wet for a 
good cause, although 
in the first instance 
Joshua Clark’s brother 
managed to entirely 
miss him with a bucket 
of water! Some were 
absolutely drenched, and 
well-soaked Sergeant 
Freya Pugh commented 
“Lesson learnt: never 
give your sister a 
hosepipe”!

THE BIG 
NIGHT IN 
– CADETS
GET WET

Squadron Commander Flight Lieutenant Peter 
Doubell totalled up the pledges, which came to an 
impressive £200 (£250 including gift aid)

Meanwhile, Cadet Gurdeep (Bobby) Kumar-Shar-
ma went out into the local street with his father, 
playing Indian drums, and collected a further £240 
for the NHS from their neighbours!

…never give 
your sister a 
hosepipe!

Cadet Joshua Clark being 
completely missed by his brother

Sgt Sam Cookland's father making Sgt Freya  Pugh Sgt Jacob Stockwell showing 
sure he is thoroughly wet at the end of her drenching that umbrellas aren't always effective
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VICTORY IN 
EUROPE DAY 
– 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY

It was planned to be such an amazing weekend to 
celebrate the occasion in Mirfield, and cadets from 
868 (Mirfield) Squadron would have been involved in 
flag raising, street parade, showground stall and a 
drumhead service – then came Coronavirus!

Nevertheless, the Squadron cadets, staff and 
committee were determined to see that the 8th May 
2020, the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, was properly 
recognised, and got involved in both commemoration 
and celebration activities albeit from their positions 
of social isolation and distancing.

To start the ball rolling, the Squadron’s Virtual 
meeting on the Tuesday was focused on VE Day, 
when Corporal Richard Conley (RAF), an ex-cadet of 
the Squadron, gave a short presentation highlighted 
by the experiences of his grandfather during and at 
the end of the war.

11.00 hours on Friday morning saw members of 
the Squadron, from the Squadron Commander to 
some of the newest recruits, take to their front doors 
and gardens to participate in the two minutes silence 

to commemorate those who had lost their lives in the 
conflict. The Squadron’s Chaplain, Rev’d Christine 
Shedd, and Chairman, James Robinson, paused their 
daily exercise at the nearby garden of the Squadron 
Secretary, Anna Cookland, where her son Sergeant 
Sam Cookland was poised with his cornet for the 
Last Post, all observing appropriate social distancing. 

Meanwhile, Corporal Toby Mathews linked up with 
his neighbour Councillor Sean Guy, who is also the 
standard bearer for the Mirfield Branch of the Royal 
British Legion, for a combined tribute. Observed and 
supported by their neighbours, Sean Guy paraded 
and dipped the Branch Standard in salute, and Cpl 
Mathews read out the Dedication and Kohima Epitaph.

In the grounds of the Old Colonial pub in Mirfield 
there is a memorial “dedicated to all British, 
Commonwealth and Allied Forces who have given 
their services”. Publican Tim Wood kindly laid a 
wreath at this memorial on behalf of the Squadron 
and other organisations, such as the Royal British 
Legion.

Among the others taking part was Cadet Laila 
Robinson and her family, holding medals from her 
stepfather’s family members who served in both 
the first and second world war – for the Royal New 
Zealand Rifles, the New Zealand Air Force and the 
Home Guard. 

Afterwards, several families either joined up 
with their neighbours for various socially distanced 
street parties, or prepared for their own celebration 
afternoon teas, including Squadron Commander 
Flight Lieutenant Peter Doubell, his wife Civilian 
Instructor Sue Doubell and their long-term house 
guest Andrew Newton, the Squadron’s Treasurer – 
even Merlin the miniature dachshund dressed for 
the occasion. Throughout Mirfield there were a host 
of street parties, demonstrating a great spirit for the 
day and including some great ad-hoc performances 
and games, such as ‘pin the cigar on Churchill’. 

During the day, Cadet Isabel Calvert and her family 
decorated their family business (Moorside Fisheries) 
and dressed themselves for the occasion. They also 

Sean Guy 
paraded 
and dipped 
the Branch 
Standard in 
salute

At sunset, 
Sue Doubell 
lit a memorial 
candle as a 
tribute to the 
fallen and 
a beacon of 
hope for the 
future.

put out collecting tins on behalf of the Squadron and 
raised £96.98.

At sunset, as a final contribution to the day’s 
events, Sue Doubell lit a memorial candle as a 
tribute to the fallen and a beacon of hope for the 
future.

Flight Lieutenant Doubell said how delighted 
he had been to see the enthusiastic and varied 
support of the community for the occasion, and the 
involvement of so many members of the Squadron, 
and expressed the view that Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II truly summed up the sentiments of the 
day in the closing remarks of her televised speech: 
“It may seem hard that we cannot mark this special 
anniversary as we would wish. Instead we remember 
from our homes and our doorsteps. But our streets 
are not empty; they are filled with the love and the 
care that we have for each other”.

 SWY Wing ATC

Ready for Tea - at the Doubell Household

Miniature dachshund, Cpl Toby Mathews reads out Cllr Sean Guy dips James Robinson and 

Cadet Isabel Calvert and family 

Sgt Sam Cookland with cornet, 

dressed for the occasion Dedication and Kohima Epitaph Legion Standard in salute Rev'd Christine Shedd at distance Flt Lt Peter Doubell

at their fish shop
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ARMY CADET 
FORCES

A Company held part one of their SAA and 
Shooting weekend at Mona House for their Basic 
and One Star cadets, giving the junior cadets 
within the company an opportunity to develop 
their skills and drills with the weapon system. 

When the cadets arrived at the detachment, 
they were split into training groups, and training 
and revision sessions started, before the cadets 
were put through their Weapon Handling Tests 
prior to heading to the range. 

Halfway through 
the day, there was a 
surprise visit from a 
small contingent of 
senior cadets who 
were accompanying 25 
cadets and instructors 
from Holland. The 
senior cadets put the 
visitors through their 
paces on the weapon 
system in addition 
to other instruction 
taking place. 

HSY HOST 
CAREERS 
EVENT FOR 
OUR CADETS 
On Monday 3 February Humberside and South 
Yorkshire Army Cadet Force, in conjunction with 
Hull City Council held a Careers Event at Middleton 
Barracks. The event was a joint venture with Hull 
City Council Apprenticeship Team, led by Cheryl 
Sedgwick, and HSY ACF headed up by Lt Col Mike 
Smith and the Honorary Colonel, Simon Banks-
Cooper. This is the first time an event of this 
type has been held in partnership between both 
organisations. 

The initial idea was formed during Annual 
Camp in August 2019, when HSY opened its doors 
at the annual Visitors Day, after which Colonel 
Banks-Cooper followed up on the possibility of the 
event and started the process of planning the event. 

The aim of the evening was to introduce cadets 
from all three services (Army Cadets, RAF Air Cadets 
and Sea Cadet Corps)  and their parents to the 
idea of apprenticeships as an alternative to Sixth 
Form College or to those over 17 years old as an 
alternative to University, and to give  to employers 
in the Humber Region, who are actively seeking 
candidates access to possible candidates and 
creating an opportunity for engagement our cadets 
and employers. 

The event was aimed at cadets from all over the 
county catchment area over the age of 15 years, their 
parents and potential employers invited by Hull City 
Council. 

Businesses included:
• Keepmoat Homes – Yorkshire Wide including Hull
• Wilkin Chapman LLP Solicitors – Yorkshire, 

Lincolnshire and Beverley
• The Gas Company – Hull based
• Hull City Council
• C and J R Wood – Hull based
• MHI Vestas Offshore Wind - Nationwide
• Banks Cooper Associates – Nationwide with 

offices in Hull and Leeds
• Kwiktuf Ltd – Hull based
• NSP Group – Nationwide - Hull based
• Airco Training – Hull based

The evening was a great success for the first event, 
seeing over 50 cadets and their families attend, from 
all three youth organisations. 

At the start of the event, presentations were given 
by Deputy Commandant, Lt. Col Fred Owen about 
the ACF and what our cadets can offer employers, 
while Cadet Sergeant Luke Wood (16) from Middleton 

Lt Col Fred Owen, 
Hon Col Simon Banks-Cooper and Lt Col Mike Smith

Detachment spoke to the guests about what young 
people get out being a cadet, and his experiences 
within the ACF preparing him for moving on with his 
future. 

The Honorary Colonel said “Seeing our cadets 
engaging ‘one to one’ with businesses about the 
schemes they have on offer is what Apprentice 
Week is all about. My thanks to Hull City Council, 
our partners for this inaugural event, and to the 
representatives of the participating companies 
who made the evening the resounding success 
that it was. I have no doubt this will the first event 
of many given the positive feedback from all 
involved."

I have no 
doubt this 
will the first 
event of 
many given 
the positive 
feedback 
from all 
involved

A Company Skill at Arms and Shooting weekend
By AUO Nicky Boyce

Basic cadets going 
through Skill at Arms Lesson

1 STARS going through their 
Skill at Arms Lesson

On Saturday 15 February Major Tim Troughton, Cdt 
CSM Mike Dalo, Cdt SSgt Oliver O'Loughlin and Cdt 
SSgt Thomas O'Loughlin attended the Veterans 
Community Hub in Hull. Alongside the veterans, they 
welcomed 25 Dutch Cadets and their instructors 
from a school in Roermond. 

The group from Holland, came to trace the steps 
of Corporal Richard Sydney Huitt who began his 
military service in Hull and was killed in action during 
the Second World War. They were greeted by the Lord 
Mayor, Councillor Steve Wilson and welcomed to the 
city by Armed Forces Champion - Councillor Alan 
Gardiner, along with veterans who attend the Hub. 

After visiting the Hub, they headed to the Northern 
Cemetery to clean the Second World War Memorial 
Stone. Even with the poor weather brought by Storm 
Dennis, they were straight on with the task in hand. 

The group were also planning to visit the bases 
where Corporal Huitt was stationed in the UK, before 
going on to the Normandy beaches. From there 
they will cycle his route back to their town and his 
final resting place, where the family of Cpl Huitt will 
travel to the cemetery in Roermond for a Service 
of Remembrance for the fallen British soldiers. 

Poignantly this will be the first time Cpl Huitt’s son 
will have visited his father’s grave. 

B COMPANY ARE LEADING THE WAY 
WITH OUR VETERANS COMMUNITY! 
By Maj Tim Troughton

The whole group together outside the hub

Cadets from Holland with Councillor Steve Wilson
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It’s goodbye and 
hello at B Company 
As we head into Spring a new start will be happening 
in B Company as Cdt Company Sergeant Major 
Mike Dalo ages out of the ACF. On what was his last 
Company training weekend, he was recently given 
the opportunity to take the Company Final Parade. 
During the parade, he was present with an engraved 
slate slab as a leaving gift in order to remind him of 
his time with B Coy before he was marched out of 
camp by the company’s senior cadets.

With Cdt CSM Dalo leaving the organisation, 
incoming Cdt CSM Leo Brigham will assume the 
appointment. B Company and all of HSY would like 
to wish both young men good luck with their next 
adventures.

Over the weekend of 28 February to 1 March, 
Humberside and South Yorkshire ACF held its first 
Senior Cadet Conference. 

The aim of the conference was to help develop new 
ways of building communication across the county 
and discuss ways in which the senior cadets can help 
the younger cadets in a mentoring capacity and with 
15 Cadets in attendance it was a resounding success. 

The conference was opened by the Commandant, 
who after a powerful and mind focusing opening 
address, opened the floor for questions from the 
cadets. 

Over the weekend, the cadets held discussions, 
took part in leadership workshops and team building 
exercises including Values and Standards, and 
Leadership – What it means to Lead by WO1 (RSM) 
David Lightfoot from Frimley Park who made a visit 
to the conference. They also had the opportunity to 
take part in leadership command tasks. 

Cdt SSgt Tom O’Loughlin from Wenlock 
Detachment said: “The conference is what the senior 
cadets needed, it’s helped us focus on communi-
cation and working together as a team, making us 
better senior cadets and a better team” 

Cdt Sgt Eve Slater from Middleton Detachment 
said: “As senior cadets, we go through our 

training and we help others improve through 
our instructional skills, the conference 

provided us with different skills to 
take back to our detachments and 

companies. Like the ability to 
plan your own cadet career 

which will not only help 

Due to the current Covid-19 situation, a lot of 
fundraising activities have had to be cancelled. 
Our very own Captain Erica McCabe, Staff Officer 
(Training) D Company; who regularly takes part in 
activities with the Forces Wives Challenge has had 
her most recent adventure called off. She and her 
team were meant to take on their annual Pen y Fan 
climb on 18 April 2020. 

Instead, she challenged the cadets of D Company 
to help her virtually climb the mountain. Around 35 
cadets and adult volunteers took to their staircases 
or local hills to take on the challenge alongside 300 
people around the country. 

Erica said “I decided to try and get the cadets 
involved a few days after the challenge was 
announced as I could see that many of my friends 
from the FWC were doing it with their families and 
partners at home, however right now I am on my own 
and my forces partner is away. So instead, I decided 
to call on my wider ACF family to join me with it and 
it also gave them some much needed time away 
from the screen. Fortunately, as a company we 
have adapted to the new way of working well so I 
could easily join the virtual parade nights to get the 
message out directly to our cadets.”

Mini Brief
by Captain Matt Lundie

Congratulations to Cadets Elouise and Oscar 
Chapman of Grimsby Detachment, E Company 
who during the suspension of face-to-face 
training have worked hard and completed both 
their Bronze and Silver iDEA Awards.

 HSY ACF

Those taking part completed sections of the 
climb including SI Georgia Lees and Captain Valerie 
Johnson, the County Adjutant, who was accompanied 
at home by her young son. 

While Captain McCabe was one of three adult 
volunteers who completed the full ascent, climbing 
her stairs an impressive 316 times in three hours, 
Colonel Steve Emerson, the Commandant, also 
joined in the fun, climbing his stairs 135 times, with 
a total ascent of 886m completing the climb while 
carrying a 35lbs Bergen in an impressive 3 hours. 

SSI Mark Yeardley headed off on a local walk, 
walking up hill for 886m to complete the full ascent 
and doing his bit for the challenge. 

A massive well done to everyone who took part! 

FORCES WIVES (VIRTUAL) 
CHALLENGE - PEN Y FAN 886M

B Company 
and all of HSY 
would like 
to wish both 
young men 
good luck

SSI Mark Yeardley Colonel Steve Emerson 
after completing his walk Erica on the way up taking on the challenge

Incoming Cdt CSM Brigham and Cdt CSM Dalo receiving his 
Coy Commander Maj Tim Troughton presentation on his final parade

me, but will enable me to assist the other cadets in 
planning theirs alongside the detachment staff.”

The Commandant, Colonel Steve Emerson said: 
“Here at Humberside and South Yorkshire, we work 
with our senior cadets to build a foundation of key 
attributes and skills needed for leadership. The 
conference is just one of the ways that we have done 
this. The engagement and participation from those 
in attendance was excellent; as Commandant I feel 
privileged to work together with these young people. 
It is important that our cadets are given opportunities 
to develop skills provided through the ACF so they 
can make best use of them whatever career path 
they choose in the future. Equally, it is important 
that we listen to our young leaders in order to deliver 
the best ‘Cadet Experience’ for both cadets and 
instructors alike.”

HSY HOLDS ITS 
FIRST SENIOR CADET 
CONFERENCE

it is important 
that we listen 
to our young 
leaders in 
order to 
deliver the 
best ‘Cadet 
Experience’ 
for both 
cadets and 
instructors 
alike

Senior cadets taking part 
in STEM teamwork activities

RSM (Frimley Park) David Lightfoot 
with the Senior cadets
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MY JOURNEY 
THROUGH 
TO SCIC
By Cadet Sergeant Archie Higgins 

The ACF motto is ‘Inspire to Achieve’ and that’s what 
all cadets want to do. Achieve a rank, achieve a star 
level pass just to name two. We are inspired by our 
peers, our instructors to set aims and reach them… 
and as a young recruit, I set my sights on my career 
in the ACF. One step on the way through was to 
attend and pass my Senior Cadet Instructor Cadre 
(SCIC), which I recently did. 

Before you can attend the course, you must 
complete a pre course. This is run by County HQ, 
making sure we’re prepared and have the skills 
required in preparation for the main course. Prior to 
the Pre SCIC we’re given two lessons in Skill at Arms 
and two in Field Craft to prepare and practice at our 
detachments. When we arrived at CTC Driffield on 
the Friday night, it is confirmed what lesson we’ll 
be assessed on. The pre course is great as we get 
help where we require improvement on, giving 
us the opportunity to think differently about how 
we deliver the lessons. The instructors put you at 
ease, although you know you’re being assessed it 
doesn’t feel like it and helps you deliver the lessons. 
Personally, I found the Pre SCIC course really helpful 
and feel that it helped me on the main course. 

Unfortunately, there was a clash in course 
dates with 4 Brigade SCIC and another activity I 
was attending, so myself and a couple of other 
cadets attended the SCIC hosted by 160 Brigade at 
Sennybridge in Wales. 

Despite the fact we had to endure some 
treacherous weather conditions brought by both 
Storm Ciara and Dennis, it was an amazing 
experience attending the course. Just like the Pre 
SCIC, we found out before we arrived in Wales, what 
lessons we would be delivering, but this time we 
had to also deliver a Navigation Lesson and a Drill 
Lesson. The instructors were great, offering us help 
and advice before it was our turn for assessment. 

Although the weather was as bad as it was 
throughout the week, we were able to head outside 
onto the training area and deliver our lessons out 
there to help with the realism, but we were all very 
thankful for having waterproofs. 

During the course, we were tested in so many 
different ways, I was really tested, whilst out in the 
field. I was given a task of Section IC, I was really 
nervous at first, but by the end of the exercise I was 
so proud of how I did, how I achieved my aim. It gave 
me a lot of confidence. 

During the course, we met lots of cadets, it was 
really interesting talking to them and finding out 
how all our experiences in cadets have differed up to 
that point. I would definitely recommend the Senior 

Cadet Instruction Cadre to any cadet that has the 
opportunity to attend this course as it is crucial to 
your progression as a senior cadet. 

I would like to thank all the adult staff that ran the 
Pre SCIC as they made me feel much more prepared 
and at ease about the actual course. I would also 
like to thank my Detachment Commander AUO Kate 
Jackson and Lt Ron Williams for all the help and 
support they have provided us with, in addition to the 
fact they drove us to and from Wales.

Despite the 
fact we had to 
endure some 
treacherous 
weather 
conditions 
brought by 
both Storm 
Ciara and 
Dennis, it was 
an amazing 
experience
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AN 
EGGCEPTIONAL 
EASTER FOR 
A AND B 
COMPANIES…
By 2Lt Hollie Troughton 

Over the Easter Weekend A and B Company have 
taken part in an ACF/ Military themed egg scene 
challenge.

Starting life in B Company, Major Tim Troughton 
hatched a cunning plan to get A Company involved, 
and as sure as eggs are eggs, they rose to the 
challenge.

Adult volunteers and cadets alike got the boil rolling 
and started posting eggsamples of their eggcellent 
makes. Off to a frying start with SI Mark Murphy's 
Bisley creation, others scrambled to join in the 
eggsperience.

From cad-eggs doing command tasks, egg and 
soldier tanks, and grenades we saw it all. Some 
really took it to the nest level though with fieldcraft 
eggcersises, eggsplosions, ranges and the D-day 
landings were really eggceptional.

However, there were two rather eggstrodinary 
eggshibits that stood out, showing we really shouldn't 
put all our eggs in one basket. SSI Sharon North 
and SSI Jim Barr's imp-egg-able depiction of the 
Freedom of Hedon Parade (including backdrops of 
pictures of Hedon) and 2Lt Donna Rea and LCpl Hailee 
Rea-Crossley's Coldstream Queen's Guard Parade, 
with both paying homage to HSY's love of band and 
music. I don't think I'm eggsagerating when I say that 
they eggsecuted this challenge brilliantly.

Spe-shell mention to HSY's dear late friend SSI 
John Sims who was honoured in ghillie suit wearing 
egg form. As a keen modeller he would have loved this 
challenge.

What really should be shell-ebrated, however, is the 
taking part and staying connected, even at this difficult 
time when we can't be free range. Social nestworking 
at its best!
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The end of March marked the end of an era here at 
Yorkshire N&W with the retirement of long-serving 
CEO Major Steve Hawley BEM. Major Hawley joined 
the team at County HQ in 2009, after a long career 
in the Army - in fact, his last posting in the Regular 
Army was commanding the Cadet Training Team 
(CTT) at Strensall, which left him well-placed for 
taking on the YN&W job several months later.

The Commandant, Colonel Jim Greenlee, has 
paid warm tribute to the outgoing CEO by saying, 
"It is with sadness that we wish our CEO, Maj Steve 
Hawley, farewell as he moves away to start a happy 
retirement. I would like to thank him for a lifetime of 
selfless, dedicated service both in the Regular Army 
and the Cadet Forces.

Major Hawley had a long and successful career in 
the Army, towards the end of which he took up the 
post as OC 9CTT and quickly ensured that his team 
provided an excellent service to all of the Cadet units 
throughout the 15 Brigade Area.

He then decided to apply for the post of CEO 
Yorkshire N&W ACF. He arrived with a sense of 
vigour and a new lease of life for the County. From 
that day onwards, he focused on what could be done 
to deliver a challenging, exciting and safe experience 
for our cadets.

Both our organisation and infrastructure have 
benefited deeply from his endless efforts - without 
them, we would not have such excellent facilities 
such as the accommodation and the Mess Facilities. 
His final legacy of equipment for our organisation 

ACHIEVEMENTS MOUNT UP AS COUNTY 
TRAINING MOVES ONLINE!

Major Hawley and Colonel Greenlee 
at a previous Mess Dinner

END OF AN ERA AT YORKSHIRE 
NORTH AND WEST ACF

Lt Colonel Ian Lomas enjoyed his visit to C 
Company at their training day in Bradford on 
Saturday 29th Feb. He observed SAA training at all 
different levels, with different lessons everywhere 
he turned! 

He was very impressed to see a variety of 
training being provided for all levels, including the 
newest cadets and Adult Volunteers.

The Company also presented their team's entry 
for the County Drill Competition - and they had 
the character-building experience of encountering 
weather that encompassed all four seasons in 
fifteen minutes!

Congratulations to Cdt Sgt Ubayd Rehman who 
received his well-deserved promotion to Colour 
Sergeant, being promoted by the Commandant, 
Colonel Jim Greenlee.

    

has been the provision of the excellent activity 
resources of the Inflatable assault course, the Tag 
Archery, and the Laser Clay Shooting equipment.

He is now closing the doors on the long days and 
nights of his dedicated service to our County, and 
looking forward to a well-earned retirement in Spain.

Thanks again for all your efforts, Major Hawley. On 
behalf of everyone here at Yorkshire North and West 
ACF, I wish you and your wife Carol all the best for 
the future."

C Company's Training weekend, with 
congratulations to Colour Rehman!
By Lt Colonel Ian Lomas

In common with the other ACF Counties around the 
UK, Yorkshire North & West ACF suspended face-to-
face training in March. What is perhaps not common 
is the sheer quantity of work still going on behind 
the scenes!

Regular visitors to the County's Facebook page will 
have read a wide variety of messages from senior 
County figures giving information, good advice and 
a variety of training links and tips. Less well known, 
perhaps, is the work going on at Company level: 
in addition to training videos being prepared and 
delivered, each Company's DofE Officer is taking this 
opportunity to look at their candidates, see what can 
be done to complete levels during the suspension 
and supporting their candidates to do so.

This drive and enthusiasm has already produced 
some outstanding results! An excellent example 
is over at A Company, where their Training Officer, 
Captain Ben Porter, was very pleased recently to 
congratulate individuals who had achieved five Silver 
and nineteen Bronze completions!

At E Company, AUO Mary Hood has had two 
BTEC Level 2 diplomas approved so far, after having 
scanned work to parents for the cadets to complete. 
She has now been appointed as the County BTEC 
officer so that she can inspire even more of our 
members to achieve this worthwhile qualification.

The clear message from all of the Companies to 
their cadets is that, while they are staying safe at 
home, they can still make significant achievements 
by logging onto eDofE to get their DofE awards 

A COMPANY'S 2.6 
fitness challenge!
By SI Lewis Wilde

In the current situation of staying safe at home, 
even teenagers can get bored with sitting around 
all day playing video games!

At the end of April, one such teenager, A 
Company's Cadet Colour Sergeant Callum Crisp, 
decided that he had played enough Call Of Duty 
and Minecraft over the last few weeks, and 
thought he really needed to get out every day to 
do his daily permitted exercise.

He had noticed a campaign online for people to 
take part in the 2.6 fitness challenge, connected 
with the postponed London Marathon (which had 
been due to take place on April 26th)

Being both a leader and a team player, 
the now-inspired Cadet CSgt Crisp put the 
challenge out to the rest of his Company, setting 
a whole-Company goal of 150km during their 
permitted exercise time. He thought that his 

Company could rise to the challenge... and he 
was right!

From the OC, Major Michelle Goodwin (pictured 
top left), to the junior cadets (and everyone in 
between!), they got moving on foot and on bikes, 
then subsequently combined their exercise totals 
to make a grand total of... 242.5km!

Cadet CSgt Crisp personifies the leadership 
qualities shown by Yorkshire North and West 
ACF's senior cadets. His Company can also take 
a bow... then take a rest, as Cadet CSgt Crisp is 
already working on his next fitness project..!

completed (where possible), and to work towards 
completing their BTECs too!

In addition to the training tips and videos that 
have populated the County Facebook page in recent 
months, we have also some lovely words of wisdom 
from both of our Padres: Padre George Perera 
and Padre Adam Young. Both of them gave virtual 
addresses to the county as on the next page.

…they got 
moving on 
foot and on 
bikes

One of the BTEC Award 
successes - Cadet CSjt 
Emily Kershaw. She is 
17, parades at Wakefield 
Detachment and is 
planning to go to university 
to study medicine

Two siblings from Scarborough Detachment, both 
of whom were successful DofE achievers in the recent 
awards surge at A Company, Cpl Lily Roper, 
Silver DofE and Cadet Jack Roper, Bronze DofE
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Top promotion for Wakefield Cadet
In March Cadet CSjt Jamie 
Lofthouse (17) of Wakefield 
Detachment was promoted to the 
rank of Cadet Company Serjeant 
Major in E(THE RIFLES) Company. 

CSM Lofthouse joined the Army 
Cadet Force in 2015 and has 
grasped many of the opportuni-
ties the organisation has offered 
him including representing his 
Company in the National Rifles 
Cadet Cup Competition and taking 
part in the Cadet Armistice 100 
Exercise to the Somme Battlefields 
in 2018. 

CSM Lofthouse has been a 
member of his Company’s military 
band Minden Bugle & Drums 
playing the flute and through this 
he has achieved 2 STAR Music 
Corps of Drums and Military Bands 
Music Foundation. He worked hard 
towards the vocational qualification 
of CVQO BTEC Level 2 in Teamwork 
and Personal Development in the 
Community and was awarded his 
Diploma in 2019. He is currently 
completing virtually the CVQO 

BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Music for 
Practical Performance.

CSM Lofthouse will turn 18 
in July and is applying to the 
Staff Cadet scheme to enable 
him to further his training and 
development for another year. He 
is planning to join the Royal Signals 
in 2021 specialising in electronic 
warfare and signal intelligence.

Padre Perera's 
Easter Sunday 
address
Many of the activities we 
do in the ACF take place 
outside, and frequently in 
groups of different sizes. 
We are often reminded 
that we are part of a 
team. Although our 
current experience may 
leave us feeling far from 
that, we are still part 
of that Yorkshire N&W 
Team. Wherever you are, the cadet’s family is!

I encourage you to keep up your well-being 
by keeping in touch (safely) with others on 
your various media, and by doing your daily 
exercise. You can also look after your mental 
well-being on your own, perhaps by reading 
a book or having a time of reflection. You can 
also use this time for quiet prayer.

You may know that I work in a hospital in 
Liverpool and you can imagine that we are very 
busy at the moment. I will, however, stop from 
12:00 to 12:30 on Easter Sunday and pray for 
you all. Remember, you are not on your own 
- if you are feeling troubled, you can message 
the Padre’s page to ask for my (or Padre 
Adam's) contact details.

All the best and happy Easter!

 As lockdown continues for another month, it is only 
natural for many of us to be finding this a difficult 
time. A change in routine, not seeing our friends, 
lack of purpose, uncertainty over how it will affect 
and impact our futures - all of these can weigh us 
down on a daily basis. Planning for what we are going 
to do with ourselves next week (or even tomorrow) 
seems like a challenge when we still need to deal 
with the challenges that today is bringing.

And that is OK.
Jesus told his disciples "Do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own." (Matthew 6.34). At 
times like this, it's important to focus on today, and to 
guard our wellbeing - both physical and mental.

Sometimes that is something we can do on our 
own, or with the support of family, or even close 
friends over the phone. At other times, we need a bit 
more support and help. We need someone else to 
talk to, someone else to give guidance. Sometimes 
we need to reach out to the doctors and say, "I'm 
really struggling at the moment."

And that is OK too.
It isn't weakness to admit that you need help, 
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E (THE RIFLES) Company enjoyed a successful 
weekend camp at Strensall in February. Cadets were 
instructed in First Aid, Signals, Shooting and Skill at 
Arms (SAA). Highlights from the weekend include 
seven promotions, 12 cadets completed the Junior 
Cadet Instructor Cadre, three cadets achieved their 1 
Star Awards, two cadets achieved 2 Star Awards and 
one cadet achieved 4 Star.

in fact doing so takes a great deal of courage, 
discipline, and integrity, and respect. It takes courage 
to reach out to another, discipline to recognise you 
need help, integrity to stand up straight and stare 
your challenges in the face, and reaching out for help 
shows respect for yourself and others around who 
might be impacted by your struggles.

Christianity is a faith which says very clearly that 
we all need help, that we can't do it alone. We are all 
weak and mess up. Even the great Saint Paul said 
that he often ended up doing the things he didn't 
want to do and not doing the things he did want to 
-- something I am sure we can all relate to at the 
moment. That same Paul also told the believers who 
were struggling in a place called Corinth that God's 
grace (His freely given love we don't deserve and 
cannot earn) is "sufficient for you, for God's power 
is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12.9). 
Christians believe that recognising our weaknesses 
and turning them over to a God who is stronger and 
wiser that we are is what leads to personal growth.

Whether we believe in the Christian God or 
not, the message that it is OK to struggle, to have 
weaknesses, and that there is no shame in reaching 
out for help is one we should all take note of. So, if 
you are struggling, don't hesitate to reach out to the 
doctor, a hotline, the Padres here at YN&W ACF, or 
your officers for help.

PADRE YOUNG'S ADDRESS: 3rd MAY 2020

Promotion
Cadet CSM Jamie Lofthouse 
was promoted the week we 
went into lockdown so he 
hasn't paraded yet as the CSM.

Do not 
worry about 
tomorrow

E (THE RIFLES) Company ‘75’ Challenge 
– raising money for the Yorkshire Cadet Trust

Cadet Chloe Dunn from 
Ossett Detachment who 
held a sponsored silence 
for 75 hours

At the beginning of May E (THE RIFLES) 
Company launched their ‘Let’s High Five the 75 
Challenge’ raising approximately £1000 for the 
Yorkshire Cadet Trust.

 The Yorkshire Cadet Trust is a registered 
charity which provides grants allowing cadets 
to take part in training and activities they would 
otherwise be unable to afford. The challenge 
involved cadets, adult volunteers, family and 
friends choosing a ‘75’ themed challenge that 
could be done easily and safely in and around 
their homes, and then gaining sponsorship. 
Everyone involved carried out their chosen task 
over the VE Day Bank Holiday weekend or the 
lead up to it.

An interesting assortment of challenges 
took place including a sponsored silence for 
a staggering 75 hours by Cadet Chloe Dunn 
(Ossett), Normanton Detachment carried out a 
75-press-up relay and Potential Adult Instructor 

Alex Shakespeare performed 75 karate kicks a 
day for 5 days.

The challenge created a sense of fun in the 
Company during this extraordinary time, in 
addition to raising money for a worthy cause.

The Company were very grateful to the supported 
it had received from members of 8 Rifles, The Rifles 
Reserve Infantry Battalion.

Collectively, in addition to those above, we have 
achieved the following passes: 2* First Aid x 11, 
Signals x 18, Basic SAA x 25, Basic Shooting x 25, 1* 
SAA x 9, 1* Shooting x 15, 2* SAA x 7, 2* Shooting x 7, 
and in total 134 passes.

To top it all there were 6 promotions to L/Cpl and 1 
promotion to Cpl.

WEEKEND CAMP FUN

Major Patton presenting JCIC badges

Cdt LCpl Isabelle Deakin 
being promoted to
Cpl by Major Neil Patton
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CADET 
SALUTE

 
Around the region the Cadet Salute has 
been taking place, here is a selection of 
adult volunteers and cadets participating on 
Thursday evenings.

COMPANY BANDS VIRTUALLY JOIN FORCES 
By Bugle Major Craig Rosser and SI Alex Shakespeare

The current situation has brought both 
challenges and opportunities for music within 
the County as Minden Band and Bugles have had 
to adapt to a completely alien way of training and 
are learning rapidly on the job. Every Wednesday 
the cadets and adults meet over Zoom then 
break off into separate Google classrooms, 
flutes, drums and bugles. The adult volunteers 
are delivering a combination of live feed training 
mixed with quizzes and games that go hand in 
hand in confirming learning from lessons.

The advantages of virtual training soon became 
apparent as it meant the County could train as a 
whole band rather than individually. Consequent-
ly E (THE RIFLES) Company Minden Band and 
Bugles and C Company Corps of Drums joined 
forces to put together an interactive and live 
training programme for the cadets.  

There are plans afoot for exciting musical 
projects and competitions in addition to discussions 
of a potential collaboration at Brigade Level.

Minden Band and Bugles member Cadet Karla 
Fell who plays the flute said: “The adults are 
working very hard to provide training resources. 
Cadets are still set work to complete weekly and 
are expected to record performances and upload 
the results. It is a different way of learning, but 
we are still having the same fun and laughter. On 

behalf of all the cadets I would like to say we are 
very grateful for all the hard work the adults are 
putting in and we appreciate it very much.”

There has never been better time to learn new 
skills, and along with the cadets, our adults are 
most definitely honing their IT skills to levels that 
they would not usually have the time to do.  So, 
from here we continue in the true spirt of The 
Rifles “Swift and Bold.”

SEA 
CADETS

Once again, the unit was invited to take part in 
commemorating the 65th Anniversary of the loss of 
the Hull trawlers Lorella and Roderigo. 

Unlike other years, this service was 
held at St John the Baptist, off Hessle 
Road, which is at the heart of the fishing 
community. 

The address was given by the Bishop 
of Hull in the presence of the Lord Mayor 
of Kingston upon Hull and Admiral of 
the Humber, together with MPs and 
members of Hull City Council. The 
Chairman of STAND (Ron Wilkinson) 
gave a very emotive account of the 
last moments of the two trawlers, 
which was followed by a video of 
the very rough weather conditions 
(impacted ice and huge waves) 
which trawlermen would have 
experienced. A moving service in 
which the Hull Sea Cadets took a 
very active part.

The 
Chairman of 
STAND (Ron 
Wilkinson) 

gave a very 
emotive 
account of 
the last 
moments 

of the two 
trawlers

JCFC Celen Ozkan and 
Cadet First Class 

JC Beatrix Branton
William Horton

HULL SEA CADETS – TS IRON DUKE
Sunday 26 January 2020 – Stand’s 31st Annual Lost Trawlermen’s Day
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DISTRICT DRILL AND 
PIPING COMPETITION AT 
RAF LECONFIELD
Sunday 2 February 2020

Junior Cadets, Blue Jackets and Royal Marine 
Cadets all took part in this Competition. Prior to this, 
cadets are taught weapon handling skills as part of a 
structured programme of supervised training, which 
emphasises safe and responsible use.

The Junior Cadet Team with 
JCFC Celen Ozkan being presented with trophy 

PO (SCC) Glenn Dinsdale (who trained them)

Junior Cadet Team during their drill routine

by the Assistant District Officer of the NEY District, 
Sub Lt (SCC) Natalie Davies RNR

JUNIOR CADETS – Winners of their Section 

BLUE JACKETS – Runners Up of their Section

ROYAL MARINE CADETS – District Winners once again

Team photo with PO (SCC) Glenn Dinsdale Taken during their drill routine

RMC Cadets during their Drill routine

L/Cpl Reece Prowell being presented with the 
trophy by the Assistant District Officer of the 
NEY District, Sub Lt (SCC) Natalie Davies RNR
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 SCC

NEWS FROM THE EASTERN AREA
By Commander Richard De La Mare 

Like Sea Cadets Units across the 
Country the Units of the Yorkshire 
District have risen superbly to the 
challenge caused by the need to 
shut down and lock down. Almost 
immediately our units tried to 
find ways to keep their cadets 
engaged in one way or another 
and within days, virtual training 
was being made available for 
training.  

The variety and quality of virtual 
training and videos posted on 
Facebook and the like has been 
absolutely amazing and I have 
been blown away by what our cadets have got up to 
and are prepared to offer their Units. We have seen 
quizzes, kit cleaning demonstrations, drill nights, 
phonetic alphabet training, virtual regattas, demon-
strations of how to rig a boat, seamanship teach-ins, 
cake baking, First Aid classes, history lessons, 
offshore opportunities presentations, photography 
competitions and so much more.

Where the Staff of Units are engaged as Key 
Workers and have struggled to do their very best 
for their cadets, District and Area Staff very quickly 
jumped in to find ways of sharing ideas and offer 
virtual training across their Districts and the Area. 
I am pleased to say that  all Units are now engaged 

in some form of virtual training and we hope to find 
ways to help delivery of more ’live’ parade nights 
and training through ‘Zoom’ or ‘Teams’ to cadets 
who wish to keep up with their Sea Cadet lives and 
progression, and importantly just keep in touch with 
one another.

In addition, of course, our cadets have been 
taking part in the Salute the NHS and Key Workers 
evenings, including the Staff and Sea Cadets from 
Sheffield Unit. 

Our Unit in Scarborough has been particularly 
busy and innovative in keeping Training and Cadet 
engagement going:

Sea Cadet Virtual Chaplaincy 
By Chaplain (SCC) Jake Pass RNR, on behalf of the SCC Virtual Chaplaincy Team

Everything seems to be virtual and online at the 
moment.  Virtual school, virtual cadet training, 
virtual quiz nights, virtual coffee mornings and 
virtual acts of worship.  On Monday 27th April, 
the Sea Cadet Chaplaincy Service launched a 
virtual chaplaincy service to help build morale 
and provide pastoral support whilst we are away 
from our units and in lockdown.

The service is run by a team of eight 
experienced chaplains from across the country, 
who each bring something different to the team.  
We have both Blue (Navy) and Green (Marines) 
represented within the team.  Each week we 
record a video where we offer ‘Unit Prayers’ led 
by a different member of the team, where we 
take time out to pause, to reflect and to offer 
prayer.  Throughout the week we offer various 
posts on the themes of mental health, general 
wellbeing and faith.  Most importantly we will try 
to post something each week that will give you a 
good laugh!  There is also the facility for cadets 
(age 13+) and staff to directly message the page 
where they will be able to talk with one of the duty 

chaplains about any concerns or challenges that 
they are facing.

We’ve even had a special video put together by 
The Chaplain of the Fleet, the Venerable Martyn 
Gough RN, and we are extremely grateful for 
his personal support!  We are grateful to SCC’s 
senior chaplains and Captain Sea Cadets for their 
support of this programme.

We recognise that lockdown and all the 
restrictions that come with easing the lockdown 
are hard on all of us, please know that the SCC’s 
Chaplaincy Service is here for you and that there 
will always be someone who is willing to listen.

You can find us on Facebook @SCCVirtual-
Chaplaincy and we hope to be live on Twitter and 
Instagram soon.

May God be with you; may God go with you and 
may He hold you in His mighty arms of love.

The virtual Chaplaincy team consists of 
Chaplains Nicky Skipworth, Jim Horton, Jake 
Pass, Trevor Day, Keith McNichol, Amanda 
Digman, Danny Pegg and Lucy Davis. 

Words from CO 
Scarborough Sea 
Cadets
By Sub Lt Natalie Davies

From the moment we had to cease parade nights 
we knew we had to keep something going to unite 
the unit, and our cadets and so we came up with 
“Fall In At Home”.

When this was announced to parents and cadets, 
they were overjoyed. One parent said “We’ll miss 
Sir’s end to the evening - Are there any questions?”

And so it was that despite being reluctant at first 
Sub Lt Gareth Davies, our XO, threw himself into his 
starring video role with direction from myself and 
PO Charlie Davies. It has certainly been a challenge 
to come up with suitable sketches for our team to 
enjoy.

Our Peer Educator cadets set the ball rolling for 
our virtual parade nights putting together videos 
for various lessons. These were excellent and the 
feedback was great. 

With the extension of unit closures and in order 
that the cadets didn’t miss out on any progression 
whilst away from the unit we commenced our ‘live’ 
CTP lessons for each rate using Zoom on Tuesdays 
and Boating Theory lessons on Fridays. We were 
very keen to ensure that once back on the water 
and are more able to do the practical elements of 
the syllabus that we could keep cadet progression 
moving forward with minimal delay. The staff have 
been fantastic and contributed their time and skills 
to allow this to happen, especially with so many 
cadets to manage; we have over a 100 Cadets on 
our books. We are all extremely busy thinking of 
interesting and dynamic ways to engage everyone.

Zoom has been a ‘God send’. All the senior cadets 
relish the chance to keep in contact with their 
‘mates’ and our live sessions have really taken off.  I 
recommend all units to try and conduct similar ‘live’ 
training if you are able. Whilst the juniors are still 
carrying out their activities from Facebook, we have 
planned a Zoom catch up for them too. 

A full video of the 
boating masterclass 
given by Sub Lt Davies 
was a highlight, an 
excerpt of which is 
shown. You have to keep 
up your boating hours! 

On behalf of everyone 
in the Eastern Area I 
wish all Cadets and 
staff from all our Cadet 
Forces and their families 
across the Region all the 
best wishes as we move 
forwards together. 

please know 
that the SCC’s 
Chaplaincy 
Service is 
here for you 
and that 
there will 
always be 
someone who 
is willing to 
listen

virtual 
training was 
being made 
available for 
training

We’ll miss 
Sir’s end to 
the evening - 
Are there any 
questions?
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TS GRIMSBY NEWS
By Chaplain (SCC) Jake Pass RNR

Since the middle of March life has 
drastically changed for many of us 
because of Covid-19, we’ve all had to learn 
to do things in slightly different ways and 
adapt to an everchanging ‘new normal’.  
Here at TS Grimsby, we’ve had to rethink 
how we continue to be a Sea Cadet Unit; 
being part of the great Sea Cadet family.

TS Grimsby is one of five units located 
in Lincolnshire District on the south side 
of the River Humber.  Our unit is next door 
to Grimsby Dock which is also home to 
our boating waters.  We have eighteen 
members of staff and around sixty-five 
cadets comprising of Junior Cadets, Sea 
Cadets and Royal Marine Cadets.

I for one am really missing being at 
the Unit each week, catching up with the 
cadets and fellow staff members, but it 
has been wonderful to see how we have all 
adapted to being a ‘virtual unit’.

Our training programme is fully online 
and we’ve had some really good partic-
ipation from the cadets.  It has been 
really encouraging to see the cadets (and 
staff) staying so engaged, it reinforces 
my view that we aren’t just a Unit, but 
rather a family that sticks together.  Our 
Commanding Officer has been setting a 
weekly challenge, one week the cadets had 
to make a Sea Cadet related model and 
we have received a fantastic response.  We 
have one of our RMCs create the RM badge 
out of Lego and another cadet made a 
model boat out of wood in his back garden!

We are blessed to have a wonderful Band 
and they have continued their training 
remotely, continuing to hone their skills 
and then meeting up for regular Zoom 
meetings where they can play all together.

Our Unit also runs the D of E 
programme and we have continued our 
work on that, we’ve even recruited some 
new cadets to the programme whilst in 
lockdown!

It has been great to see the staff coming 
together for regular catch-ups, to share 
ideas for virtual training and to keep 
friendships going.  

As the ‘Bish’ I’ve continued to offer 
pastoral support and Unit Prayers each 
month, complete with my bad jokes 
(although I think they’re good).

Now, my CO, Chief Petty Officer (SCC) 
Dale Harris, probably wouldn’t appreciate 
this bit, but hey ho!  I’ve highlighted some 
of the wonderful work that our cadets and 
staff have been doing over the past couple 
of months, but there is one person in all 
units, who we don’t often say thank you to 
and that is the Commanding Officers.  My 
CO has been wonderful at encouraging 
the cadets, pulling all the staff together, 
helping us with resources and leading us 
through what has been a very challenging 
time for all of us, and I would just like to 
say on behalf of all of us at TS Grimsby a 
big THANK YOU!  And I encourage you all 
to do the same to your COs.

Castleford Sea and Royal Marines Cadets

HELPING IN THE 
COMMUNITY DURING 
LOCKDOWN 
By Petty Officer (SCC) Keith Jeffery

At Castleford Sea Cadets (TS Unicorn) we have 
set ourselves several goals for 2020, ranging 
from establishing our new Royal Marines Cadets 
Detachment to increasing our number of boating 
hours and qualifications. When setting these goals, 
we could not have anticipated the global pandemic 
and associated lockdown.

We have looked to turn the difficult situation that 
our cadets and staff are facing into a positive one. 
This is the hand we have been dealt, so let’s see how 
we can best play it.

We investigated what we could do remotely 
whilst working from home, but some of our staff 
are “Key Workers” and are working extra shifts in 
tiring and demanding jobs so did not want to add to 
their workload. The rest of our team have clubbed 
together to move things forward. We set up online 
training for cadets in addition to delivering a few fun 
videos for them.

We also set up collaborative working using 
Microsoft Teams and through our Social Media 
Channels. Through our continued online presence, 
we were notified of a few issues that TS Unicorn are 
uniquely able to address.

We have helped the Five Towns Veterans Support 
Hub establish an online presence and given guidance 
on Social Distancing whilst continuing to serve 
their clients. We also helped fill out bids for them 
to access continuation grants during the COVID-19 
lockdown.

We were advised of the difficulties facing patients 
at a local hospital who are not allowed visitors. They 
were lacking some personal hygiene items due to 
friends and parents not being able to bring them. We 
raided our supplies of items that would normally be 
used for a tombola and topped this up with donations 
from staff and parents. We provided over 100 items 
which should be enough for 30 patients.

 As we are an organisation looking to create a 
Dementia Friendly Environment in Castleford, we 
were approached by the Alzheimer’s Society to see 
what help we could provide for local care homes in 
the area. The Alzheimer’s Society had been made 
aware of acute shortages of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) in many care homes.

As TS Unicorn’s staff play a major role in the 
teaching of First Aid in both West Yorkshire District 
and Eastern Area, we had stocks of some PPE that 

we could make available as we are currently not 
teaching First Aid.

Given that our PPE would be better used 
elsewhere, we made delivery of White Plastic Aprons 
and Gloves to a local care home looking after people 
living with dementia. We also put our details online 
for any other local care homes who require some of 
our stock. We received a message from the local care 
home stating that it had come in useful and thanking 
us for our help.

 It is through building up good working relation-
ships with several organisations and local community 
groups, that TS Unicorn is still able to live the 
values of the Sea Cadet Corps even when we are on 

lockdown.
TS Unicorn has 

received a number of its 
volunteers through the 
connections we have 
made in the community. 
It is through these 
connections that we 
obtain the varied skills 
and experience needed 
to establish our new 
Royal Marines Cadets 
Detachment and grow 
the unit overall.

This is the 
hand we have 
been dealt, so 
let’s see how 
we can best 
play it

Ramadan 
Thoughts
By Chaplain (SCC) 
Jake Pass RNR

This message was written at the 
beginning of Ramadan, where I would 
like to take the opportunity to reflect 
on Ramadan, the holiest month of the 
year for Muslims.

Ramadan is a month of fasting and 
abstaining from things considered 
to be impure for the mind and body. 
Those partaking in Ramadan abstain 
from food, drink and impure thoughts 
between the hours of sunrise and 
sunset, allowing them instead to focus 
on prayer and connecting with Allah.

Aside from fasting, Muslims 
observing Ramadan also increase 
in spiritual devotional acts such as 
prayer, giving charity and strength-
ening family ties. Muslims are 
encouraged to share their food with 
friends, family and neighbours and 
to reach out to those who may be 
fasting alone, to share their Ramadan 
experiences.  What a wonderful way to 
build community, by praying together, 
eating together and caring for those 
around you.

This year, Ramadan will be a very 
different experience for Muslims all 
round the world due to the Covid-19 
restrictions, just as Easter was a very 
different celebration for Christians.

Mosques around the world are 
closed.  The big family and community 
feasts will be more intimate affairs, 
confined to individual homes and the 
ability to reach out and eat with those 
who are lonely is severely restricted.  
However, just as Christians adapted 
how they observed Lent and celebrated 
Easter, Muslims around the world are 
adapting to how they mark Ramadan.

Facebook, Instagram and Youtube 
are being used to help people worship 
whilst the Mosques are closed, in 
addition to being a platform to provide 
educational talks.  Platforms like Zoom 
and Skype are being used to recreate 
the large social gatherings that usually 
take place after sunset and I expect 
they will also be used in the celebra-
tions at the end of Ramadan.  This will 
certainly be a Ramadan like no other!

And so, to all those of you within the 
Corps and to your family and friends, 
who are observing Ramadan.

Ramadan Mubarak

 SCC
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COMBINED 
CADET 
FORCE

 CCF

QE CCF KEEPING THE 
FLAME ALIVE

 

QE CCF are ‘keeping the flame alive’ by conducting 
virtual parades delivering a range of training 
activities through Microsoft Teams.

Both the RAF and Army Sections are progressing 
through the Basic Radio Communication syllabus. 
Topics being covered include the phonetic alphabet, 
Date Time Group and radio procedures including 
checks, prowords, call signs, messages in code and 
cyber security. Once completed the RAF cadets will 
have achieved their Basic Radio Operator and Cyber 
Awareness Blue Badge and the Army cadets will 
have achieved the Cadet CIS (Basic) Award.

An exciting opportunity to complete the Civil 
Aviation Authority online theory test with guidance 
from Pilot Officer Amy Cox will award the RAF cadets 
with a licence to legally fly drones and model aircraft 
under 20kg. Meanwhile the Army Section cadets have 
been progressing through the Fieldcraft syllabus.

All cadets eligible are progressing through BTEC 
and DofE awards. Completion of Workbook 1 for the 
BTEC Level 1 Award and Certificate in Teamwork and 
Personal Skills for Uniformed Youth Organisations 
is being completed virtually to be supplemented 
with practical elements on cadets’ return to school. 
Fitness, skills and volunteering commitments 
required for the DofE Awards are also being carried 
out by cadets from home. Fitness apps are being 
used to record progress in running and cycling, 
cadets are volunteering by tutoring younger siblings 
and are progressing in their own skills by learning 
British Sign Language and with music tuition 
continuing virtually.  

On top of all this, cadets have been encouraged to 
participate in Salutes to Captain Tom Moore, NHS 
and key workers on Thursday evenings. 

Pilot Officer Amy Cox 
takes charge of the virtual parade

Fitness 
apps are 
being used 
to record 
progress 
in running 
and cycling, 
cadets are 
volunteering 
by tutoring 
younger 
siblings 
and are 
progressing 
in their own 
skills by 
learning 
British Sign 
Language 
and with 
music tuition 
continuing 
virtually

During late April the 
Humber Maritime 
College (HMC) were 
pleased to welcome 
their first cohort of 
Deck Cadets. In light 
of Covid 19, the cadets 
started their three-year 
programme with lessons 
delivered online.

The team at HMC 
have worked closely with 
partners such as Clyde 
Marine Training (CMT), 
to design a delivery 
model for the cadets’ 
initial academic studies, 
until they are able to 
attend HMC, where they 
will embark on their 
practical training using 
the state-of-the-art 
marine simulators. 

Hugh Callaway, 
Managing Director of Humber Maritime College, 
said, “I am delighted to welcome our second cohort 
of cadets to Humber Maritime College who are also 
our first group of deck cadets. The unprecedented 
situation at the time created a unique challenge of 
starting the group using remote online delivery. I am 
extremely grateful for the support of Clyde Marine 
Training and to the hard work of my colleagues in 
changing what was a campus-based delivery model 
and preparing the programme for teaching and 
learning online. 

Using online platforms such as Microsoft Teams 
and Canvas has enabled us to provide lessons, 
tutorials and a full week induction for our cadets. 
Humber Maritime College is part of a wider group 
of dynamic and innovative colleges, which has 
significant experience in online learning and has 
benefited us in setting up the programme.  Cadets 
will move to on-campus delivery as soon as we are 
able to.”

After the successful completion of their theory 
based studies, the cadets will then progress on to 
their first phase at sea, where they will undertake a 
further six months training.

Katy Womersley, General Manager of Clyde 
Marine Training added her own congratulations to 
the college and the starting cadets, “Everyone at 
CMT are delighted that this intake of new cadets has 
started online. It really is testament to the hard work 
and innovation of Humber Maritime to make this 
happen and a positive step for the future during the 
current situation. Working closely alongside Humber 
Maritime College we will do our upmost to ensure 
that the cadets have the best learning experience, 
and we thank them for taking this pioneering virtual 
step and wish them all the best for their sea going 
careers.”

The cadets who are from across the country and 
for the first time, a mix of both male and female, are 
sponsored by a number of shipping firms and are 
paid throughout the duration of their programme.

Navigation cadet, Lisa Briers said, “I’m eager 

to get started in this cadetship at a new college. 
Although it may not be in the traditional sense, 
getting started has been an easy process with the 
college doing everything they can to help.”

Laurie Farmer, from Humber Maritime College 
said, “Our deck cadet students are embarking on 
a course which provides them with the skills and 
knowledge in a range of duties required of a deck 
officer. A deck officer is a leader and manager, and 
has a broad range of experience and learning which 
allows career development both onboard ship and 
ashore in a range of jobs. There is a strong demand 
for seafarers to work ashore in ship management, 
chartering, law and marine insurance – in all of 
these areas the UK remains a world leader. We are 
delighted that this is a mixed gender group of cadets. 
The maritime industries very strongly support female 
cadets and many go on to have significant careers in 
the industry.”

ADVERTORIAL FEATURE

Cadets will 
move to 
on-campus 
delivery as 
soon as we 
are able to
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CADET CENTRE 
FOR ADVENTUROUS 
TRAINING (CCAT)
WHEN WILL YOU HAVE YOUR NEXT 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE?
The outdoor environment will be crucial to improving 
our health and well-being post the pandemic.  So 
having been confined for several weeks due to 
lockdown restrictions when will you be seeking your 
next adventure in the outdoors?  With the easing 
of restrictions when will you want to, once again, 
explore the great outdoors - mountains, hills, rivers, 
lakes and mountain bike trails to satisfy the thrill of 
excitement and a physical challenge?  Who will you 
want share in the experience – Cadet Adult Volunteer 
colleagues and/or your detachment/contingent 
cadets?  When might you consider planning your 
next expedition in the UK or abroad?  If you have 
asked or starting to consider these questions do you 
have the qualifications to Lead/Instruct to inspire 
those who wish to join you on the next adventure?

The perception within the Cadets organisation is it 
takes too much time, commitment and you have to 

be super fit to gain a nationally recognised AT quali-
fication.  Great quality AT Leaders and Instructors 
come in all shapes, sizes and ages, all you need 
is passion.  The time and commitment required is 
simply to ensure that you have the essential level of 
skill, knowledge and experience to safely manage 
a group of peers or cadets to enjoy their outdoor 
activity experience.

Explaining what National Governing Body (NGB) 
AT qualifications are available through CCAT and 
the pathway towards achieving a Leader/Instructor 
award will hopefully dispel the myths.  The NGB 
qualification courses we provide are highly subsidised 
and there are additional supporting courses that will 
help you grow your skill, knowledge and experience 
along the development pathway.  We can’t do it all for 
you as it does require some personal commitment 
but once qualified it opens up a whole world of opportunities for you and your cadets.  

All our courses are a great deal of fun and we 
promote our brand of social media – meeting new 
people, making lifelong friends, sharing in a unique 
adventure experience and making memories.

The first rung of the ladder may be attending one 
of our Foundation level skills courses.  Thereafter we 
hope that you will embark on a Leader or Instructor 
qualification scheme pathway.  So what NGB qualifi-
cations are available through CCAT?

Mountain Training
www.mountain-training.org and www.armycadetad-
venture.co.uk 

Lowland leader Award
The Lowland Leader award trains and assesses 
candidates in the skills required to lead others on 
walks in lowland countryside and woodland - walks 
must not cross any hazardous terrain (e.g. cliffs, 
very steep slopes, water hazards etc.), throughout 
the walk the group should never generally be more 
than 3km away from a key access point such as a 
car park, lay-by or populated area, walks will require 
the ability to plan routes, use simple navigation skills 
using a map and compass and be self-sufficient, 
walks must follow paths or tracks that are both 
marked on a map and clearly visible on the ground 
and that do not require navigation across untracked 

areas, walks must use bridges or other recognised 
water crossing points and walks must only take place 
in summer conditions.

Training Course – 2-days (16hrs) 6-8 Nov 20 and 
Assessment Course – 2-days (16hrs) 27-29 Nov 20

Walking Pathway

Leadership Qualifications

Direct Entry 

Skills Courses

Recommended 
Progression

Mountain
Leader

Mountain
Skills

Lowland
Leader

Winter 
Mountain

Leader

Hill &
Moorland

Leader

Hill
Skills

International
Mountain

Leader

Expedition
Skills

Module

Great 
quality AT 
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Instructors 
come in all 
shapes, sizes 
and ages, all 
you need is 
passion
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Hill & Moorland Leader
The Hill and Moorland Leader award trains and 
assesses candidates in the skills required to lead 
others on walks in hill and moorland areas - open, 
uncultivated, non-mountainous high or remote 
country known variously as upland, moor, bog, 
fell, hill or down, areas enclosed by well-defined 
geographical or man-made boundaries such as 
classified roads, areas of remoteness that are easily 
exited in a few hours, returning to a refuge or an 
accessible road,  areas where movement on steep 
or rocky terrain is not required and walks must only 
take place in summer conditions.

Training Course – 3-days (30hours) 25-28 Sep 20 
and Assessment Course – 3-days (30hours) 27-30 
Nov 20

Mountain Leader
The Mountain Leader award trains and assesses 
candidates in the skills required to lead others on 
walks in the lowlands, hills and mountains of the UK 
and Ireland. The scheme does not cover the skills 
required for the planned use of a rope.

Training Course – 6-days (60hours) 26 Sep-2 Oct 
20

Climbing Wall Instructor & Abseil Module
The Climbing Wall Instructor award holder can teach 
climbing skills, take people climbing and bouldering 
and manage groups safely in these activities.  A 
qualified award holder can operate on indoor and 
outdoor artificial bouldering venues and indoor and 
outdoor climbing walls.

Training Course – 2½-days (incl Abseil Module) 
18-21 Sep 20 and Assessment Course - 2½-days (incl 
Abseil Module) 6-9 Nov 20

Rock Climbing Instructor
A qualification holder can operate on single pitch 
trad and sport crags, indoor and outdoor bouldering 
venues and climbing walls & towers.

Training Course – 3-days 18-21 Sep 20 and 
Assessment Course 3-days 25-28 Sep 20

British Canoeing
www.britishcanoeing.org.uk and www.armycadetad-
venture.co.uk 

Paddlesport Instructor
A Paddlesport Instructor is someone who runs 
starter and taster sessions and short journeys in 
very sheltered water, within the safety management 
systems of your clubs/centres or other organisations. 
Paddlesport Instructors enable newcomers to have a 
great first time experience on the water, by creating a 
fun and safe environment, encouraging new paddlers 
to come back. A Paddlesport Instructor is an enthusi-

C L I M B I N G
PAT H WAY

Leadership
Qualifications

Coaching
Qualifications

Direct 
Entry 

Skills
Courses

Assistant
Qualification
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S
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R
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H
E

R
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Rock Skills
Lead Trad

Rock Skills
Lead Sport

Climbing Wall 
Development

Instructor

Winter
Mountaineering

and Climbing
Instructor

Foundation
Coach

Performance
Coach

Development
Coach

Rock Climbing
Instructor

Indoor
Climbing
Assistant

Rock Skills
Introduction

Climbing Wall
Instructor

Rock Climbing
Development

Instructor

Mountaineering
and Climbing

Instructor

Rock Skills
Intermediate

astic paddler, who is keen to introduce people to the 
sport.  Candidates can choose the craft they wish to 
complete the qualification – kayak, Canoe, Touring, 
Stand Up Paddleboard

Paddlesport Instructor Course – 5-days (includes 
Foundation safety & Rescue Training course 1-day 
plus Explore Personal Performance Course 2-day 
and Paddlesport Instructor 2-day.  Three qualifica-
tions rolled up into 5 days.  4-9 Oct 20

Paddlesport Leader
The primary role of the Paddlesport Leader is to 
lead safe, quality and enjoyable trips based on their 
group’s needs and aspirations. Safety, quality and 
enjoyment will primarily be achieved through choice 
of venue, equipment and leadership strategies that 
match the group’s specific needs. The award does 
not include progressive coaching of technical skills 
but focuses on learning through experience.  The 
qualification is designed such that the Leader can 
choose the craft from which they work, and can 
look after others in both single discipline and mixed 
fleets. This may include for example; touring kayaks, 
open canoes, suitable sit-on-tops, general purpose 
kayaks, stand-up-paddleboards, crew boats, or 
racing craft.

Paddlesport Leader Training – 2-days 6-8 Nov 20 
and Assessment 2-days 4-6 Dec 20

British Cycling Mountain Bike Leader 
Level 2
www.britishcycling.org.uk/mtbleadership and www.
armycadetadventure.co.uk 

The Level 2 Mountain Bike Leadership Award is the 
entry point for experienced mountain bikers wanting 
to use their experience to safely guide others on 
off-road terrain.  

The award is ideal for anyone, who is either 
working in the outdoor sector, volunteering at a 
club, looking to start up their own lead MTB rides or 
simply has a personal interest in gaining additional 
skills.  

The course covers topics such as planning and 
delivery of rides, leading techniques for effective 
group management, map reading and navigation, 
management of accidents and emergencies, 
equipment set-up, trailside repairs and core 
mountain bike techniques.

MBL Level 2 Training Course – 2-days 18-20 Sep 
20 and Assessment Course 1-day 6-7 Nov 20

First Aid Qualification Requirement
All NGB Leader/ Instructor qualification assessments 
require the candidate to hold a current recognised 
first aid qualification (min 16hour)

Note that all applications are to be processed 
through WESTMINSTER.

What if I am not in the ACF or CCF?
Adult Volunteers from the SCC and ATC may apply 
for CCAT NGB Leader and Instructor qualification 
scheme courses on a back fill basis, so if you are 
interested contact CCAT to find out if a place may be 
available.

In addition, your own single service organisation 
may be able to offer similar courses at SCC and ATC 
administrated training centres.

Paddlesport 
Instructors 
enable 
newcomers 
to have 
a great 
first time 
experience 
on the water

The primary 
role of the 
Paddlesport 
Leader is to 
lead safe, 
quality and 
enjoyable 
trips based 
on their 
group’s 
needs and 
aspirations



READY FOR 
A NEW 
CHALLENGE?
Courses for Senior Cadets 
(aged 16+) and 
adult volunteers

Winter Mountaineering, 
Rock Climbing, 
Summer Mountaineering, 
Sea kayaking, 
Inland Kayaking, Alpine Skiing, 
Nordic, Caving, Ice Climbing, 
Canoeing, Alpine Mountaineering, 
Mountain Biking

Get qualified: 
From Foundation and Intermediate level through to  
Instructor and Leader Qualifications

CADET CENTRE FOR ADVENTUROUS TRAINING (CCAT)
 TEL:  01690 720156 

www.armycadetadventure.co.uk
WESTMINSTER 

Find us on Facebook


